
 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 

Love God. Love People. Love Fort Worth. 



Words for Reflection 

Advent is a time when we ask, even plead with God not to leave us 
alone, for when God leaves us to our own choices and turns us over to 
our own ways, we are certain to drift from him. 

-Robert Webber 

Advent isn’t a holiday party. It doesn’t pressure us to conjure up a  
hopeful face, ring bells, and dismiss the foulest realities we face. Advent 
isn’t about our best world, it’s about our worst world. I think we eat the 
chocolate and put on the pageants because we don’t want to face the 
worst.   

-Christena Cleveland 
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Order of Worship 
The Second Sunday of Advent 

— December 4, 2016 — 

Prelude 
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 

From depths of hell Thy people save, 
And give them victory over the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel 

Advent Reading & Candle Lighting 
Reader: We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
Advent means coming. We are preparing for the full coming of God’s 
kingdom: 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch 
from his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest 
upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of coun-
sel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

—Isaiah 11:1-2 ESV 

Reader: Come, Lord Jesus, our light and our salvation.  
People: Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
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The Call to Worship 
God invites and calls us into His presence to worship Him. He enters into our busy lives 
to speak to us.  

I will extol you, my God and King, 
     and bless your name forever and ever. 
Every day I will bless you 
     and praise your name forever and ever. 
Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, 
     and his greatness is unsearchable. 
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 
     and your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
—Psalm 145:1-3, 13 ESV 

Hymn of Praise | Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
We sing praises to God and proclaim through song the good news of what He has done 
in Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Some songs might be initially unfamiliar, but we      
believe the rich, true, beautiful words of these hymns will make their way into your heart. 

Come, thou long expected Jesus,  
Born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us;  
Let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation,  
Hope of all the earth thou art,  
Dear desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 

Joy to those who long to see thee 
Day-spring from on high appear 
Come thou promised Rod of Jesse 
Of Thy birth we long to hear 
O'er the hills the angels singing 
News glad tidings of a birth 
Go to him your praises bringing 
Christ the Lord has come to earth. 
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Come to earth to taste our sadness 
He whose glories knew no end 
By his life he brings us gladness 
Our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend 
Leaving riches without number 
Born within a cattle stall 
This the everlasting wonder 
Christ was born Lord of all. 

Born thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a king, 
Born to reign in us forever,  
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.  
By thine own eternal Spirit, 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By thine all-sufficient merit,  
Raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Words: Charles Wesley 
Music: Rowland Prichard 

Opening Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
We ask for God to be present among us and conclude with the prayer that Jesus taught 
his disciples to pray. 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 
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Doxology                    
Doxology means “glory words.” We lift our voices and our hands to give God glory for 
who He is and all that He has done. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Confession of Sin 
We fight the temptation to hide our sin and instead acknowledge it openly to God, but 
we do so in light of the grace offered in Jesus. 

Our Father in Heaven, 
We praise You for sending Your one and only Son Jesus to be our King 
who rules in truth and grace. We say that we long for his coming, but 
in truth we are often more wrapped up in the gifts that You give us 
than we are in You Yourself. Forgive us through the blood of our King 
and strengthen us by Your Holy Spirit so that we may delight in his 
presence with us and long for his return. Amen. 

Silent Confession 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
God reminds our forgetful hearts of the grace that is ours in Jesus. 

But when the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior  
appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in  
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of  
regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on 
us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

—Titus 3:4-6 ESV 
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Psalm of Response | Psalm 126 
We respond in thanks and praise for God’s redemptive work in Christ. 

Our mouths they were filled, filled with laughter;  
Our tongues they were loosed, loosed with joy.  
Restore us, O Lord!  
Restore us, O Lord! 

Although we are weeping,  
Lord, help us keep sowing  
The seeds of Your Kingdom  
for the day You will reap them!  
Your sheaves we will carry;  
Lord, please do not tarry!  
All those who sow weeping  
will go out with songs of joy! 

The nations will say, “He has done great things!”  
The nations will sing songs of joy.  
Restore us, O Lord!  
Restore us, O Lord! 

Words & Music: Bifrost Arts 
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Confession of Faith | The Apostles’ Creed 
We join the church in history by confessing this basic statement of what Christians be-
lieve. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 Was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell.*  
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic** church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

*While Jesus didn’t literally descend to hell, he did endure the torment of hell on 
the cross and remained under the power of death until his resurrection. 

**universal 
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Baptism | Mary Jane McDonald   

To the Parents (Erin & Andrew McDonald): 

1. Do you acknowledge your child’s need of the cleansing blood of    
Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit? We do. 

2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises in her behalf, and do you look 
in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for her salvation, as you do for your 
own? We do. 
  

3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your child to God, and promise, in 
humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set before 
her a godly example, that you will pray with and for her, that you will 
teach her the doctrines of our holy religion, and that you will strive, by 
all the means of God’s appointment, to bring her up in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord? We do. 

To the Congregation: 

Pastor: Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of          
assisting these parents in the Christian nurture of this child?  
People: We do. 

“For you Jesus came into the world; for you he lived his life; for you he 
was crucified; for you he was raised from the dead; and for you he is 
coming again. You may not know this story now, but we, your church, 

promise to tell you this story until you make it your own.” 
(based on French Reformed Baptismal Liturgy) 

The Offering      

In gratitude, we offer our gifts to God. 

Children are now dismissed for TrinityKids (4 years old -2nd Grade).  After the sermon, 
their teachers will return them to worship where they may come directly to you, or you 

may meet them in the back of the auditorium. 
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The Prayers of the People 
We lift up our requests to God knowing that He hears us when we pray and conclude 
with an Advent prayer that focuses on Jesus’ coming. 

Merciful God, who sent Your messengers the prophets to preach  
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to 
heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy 
the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Reading of the Word                       Isaiah 11:1-10 
God speaks to us through His Word. 

11:1 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a 
branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall 
rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of 
counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 3 
And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by 
what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4 but with 
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the 
meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his 
mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Right-
eousness shall be the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his 
loins. 6 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened 
calf together; and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear 
shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the co-
bra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. 9 They 
shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be 
full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10 In that 
day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal for the peoples—of 
him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.  
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Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

The Preaching of the Word    
Pastor Brian Davis 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
“The Root of Jesse” 

Sermon Notes 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
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The Celebration of Holy Communion 
Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal 
of baptized Christians. It’s not a meal for good people. It’s a meal for desperate 
people who trust in Jesus alone for salvation, who are at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, and who seek strength and grace to live more faithfully with 
Jesus. You will be invited to come forward. If you are not a Christian, or if you 
are not prepared to share in this meal today, we encourage you to use the 
prayers printed below and spend this time in reflection or prayer.  

Children who have not received their first communion are welcome to come 
forward with their families. We invite children who are ready to make a public 
profession of faith in Christ to arrange a meeting with the elders, and thus be-
come “communicants” at the Lord’s Table. 

*Note about communion wine: The red inner cups in each tray contain non-al-
coholic grape juice. The clear outer cups and the common cup contain wine.  

Pastor:    The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you.  
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts! 
People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution  

Pastor:  Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:  
People:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  Hallelujah!  
Pastor:  Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.  
  Hallelujah!  
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
Pastor:  The gifts of God for the people of God.  
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Prayers During Communion 

A prayer for those searching for truth:   
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life.  If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are.  
Give me the ability to follow you no matter what it might cost me.  Give me an 
understanding for you that is coherent, convincing, and leads to the life that 
you promise.  Amen. 

A prayer of belief:   
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever believed, but 
through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope.  I thank 
you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering for-
giveness and new life.  Knowing that you have been raised from the dead and 
are now representing me at the Father’s right hand in heaven, I turn from my 
sins and receive you as my savior.  Amen. 

A prayer for those struggling against sin:   
Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and 
desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on 
you, the true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so 
closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me, 
looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith.  Amen. 

A prayer for covenant children who have not yet made a profession of 
faith:   
Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian 
family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel.  Help me to 
grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on 
the cross.  Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in 
you alone for my salvation.  Teach me what it means to follow you as one of 
your disciples.  Amen. 
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Hymns for Communion 

Magnificat  
My soul magnifies the Lord  

My spirit rejoices in God  
My soul magnifies the Lord  

My spirit rejoices in God  

For He Who is mighty  
Has done great things for me  

Holy, holy  
Holy, holy  
Holy, holy  

Is His name.  
Words: Mary, mother of Jesus 

Music: Flo Paris Oakes 

Come to the Feast 
Go to the highways and hedges.  

Go to the farthest of fields. 
Go and compel the sick and the well  
For our Father’s house will be filled. 

Go to the streets of the city.  
Bring in the crippled and blind. 

All who would taste this banquet of grace  
Must come and waste no more time. 

Come to the feast, come to the table; 
The great and the least, the rich and the poor. 

Come to the feast, come to the table; 
Come and hunger no more. 

In the robe of the Lamb you’ll be covered,  
Dressed in His pure righteousness. 

For all of your guilt His blood it was spilt. 
So come by your Father be blessed. 

Words & Music: Jeff Lawson 
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Life at Trinity  

Departing Hymn | Thy Mercy My God 
We respond in faith and song. 
*Children are invited to come to the front to lead & sing. Parents are also         
welcome. 

Thy mercy, my God, is the theme of my song,  
The joy of my heart. and the boast of my tongue;  
Thy free grace alone, from the first to the last,  
Hath won my affections, and bound my soul fast. 

Without Thy sweet mercy I could not live here;  
Sin would reduce me to utter despair;  
But, through Thy free goodness, my spirits revive,  
And He that first made me still keeps me alive. 

Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart,  
Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart;  
Dissolved by Thy goodness, I fall to the ground,  
And weep to the praise of the mercy I’ve found. 

Great Father of mercies, Thy goodness I own,  
And the covenant love of Thy crucified Son;  
All praise to the Spirit, Whose whisper divine  
Seals mercy, and pardon, and righteousness mine.  

Words: John Stocker 
Music: Sandra McCracken 
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The Benediction   
God sends us out with his blessing. A benediction is not a prayer. We don’t bow our 
heads. We lift them up and even lift up our hands to receive his blessing as we are sent 
out as participants in His mission to Fort Worth.  

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may  
your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 

—1 Thessalonians 4:23-24 ESV 

The Sending     
The people of God are sent into the world to love God, love people, and love Fort 
Worth. 

Pastor: Let us go forth to serve Fort Worth and the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
People: Thanks be to God! 
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Announcements 

Officer Nominations 
Nominations to the offices of Elder and Deacon are open until Sun-
day, Dec. 11. Copies of the informational letter and the nomination 
form are available in the back of the sanctuary. Please submit signed 
nomination forms to Brian (brian@trinitypresfw.org). 

Advent Morning Prayer  
On Fridays during Advent (12/9, 12/16, 12/23), we will meet at 645am 
in the sanctuary at Connell to pray together as a church. We will 
conclude by 715am. All are welcome. 

Trinity Christmas Party! 
Our 2nd Annual Trinity Christmas Party for all adults (sorry kids!) is 
scheduled for Thursday, Dec. 15 at 730pm at the home of Mary 
Bates (3760 Country Club Circle), and we’d love for you to  
invite your friends & neighbors! Please RSVP to the email invitation 
by Monday, Dec. 12. 

Trinity Women’s Tea & Open House 
Ladies & girls of all ages and stages are invited to drop in to a 
Christmas Open House at the home of Mary Bates (3760 Country 
Club Circle) on Sunday, Dec. 11 between 130pm and 330pm. Please 
RSVP to sherrydenton@me.com by Friday, Dec. 9. 

Trinity Christmas Eve Service 
Join us at 3pm on Dec. 24 for our family- & kid-friendly Trinity 
Christmas Eve Service! While there will be no nursery available, the 
entire service will involve children. Please invite your friends and 
neighbors! 
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Information 

To the Parents of Young Children 
Welcome!  We are so glad you are here. We believe the church is for 
all people, even children, and we want Trinity to be a church where 
children are both seen and heard.  So don’t worry if your children 
wiggle in the pews or make a little noise!  We invite you to keep your 
children in our service and help them understand what is going on, 
sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. Children learn 
how to worship by imitating you. We say parts of our worship service 
every week in order to help our non-reading children to participate, 
and we have children’s bulletins available in the back. There are also 
ages, stages, and times when it might not be best for your children 
to be in worship. We have a nursery program that is set up to handle 
children from birth to 4 years old, and a TrinityKids program during 
the sermon for children 4 years old through 2nd grade. All nursery 
volunteers have been through both background checks and Ministry 
Safe training. 

The Liturgy  
Our order of worship may be new to you. Every worship service in 
every church has a structure. We want to be intentional about ours as 
it is a real back-and-forth conversation between us and God. He calls 
us to worship, and then we respond and move through the different 
elements of the service.  We have both spontaneous, personal 
prayers as well as ancient, printed prayers.  Please look over the   
service beforehand to see what we will hear and say along the way. 
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4pm  
We plan on meeting at 4pm for the foreseeable future. We hope you 
will enjoy a Sunday morning to sleep in, spend time with your non-
church going friends and neighbors or relax with your family and 
friends. 

Welcome Notepads 
At some point during service, a welcome pad will be passed down 
your row. We would love for you to fill it out and pass it to the per-
son on your right, so that we will have record of your visit. We prom-
ise we won’t spam you. 

Youth Group @ FWPC 
The youth group (grades 6-12) at our sending church meets on     
Sunday evenings at FWPC (6251 Oakmont Trail) at 530pm. All youth 
volunteers have been through both background checks and Ministry 
Safe training. If you’re interested in joining the carpool of Trinity stu-
dents attending, please contact Wade Jewett  
(jewettwade@gmail.com). 

Interested in Helping with Music? 
We are always looking to add to our great team of musicians. If 
you’re interested in learning more, please contact Wade Jewett 
(jewettwade@gmail.com). 

Online Giving 
If you’d prefer to give online as either a one-time gift or as a recur-
ring gift, you may do so through our website:  
www.trinitypresfw.org/give 
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Trinity Presbyterian Church 

Love God. Love People. Love Fort Worth. 

Pastoral Staff  
Brian Davis 
Lead Pastor 

brian@trinitypresfw.org 
817-789-8501 

Steve Percifield 
Assistant Pastor 

steve@trinitypresfw.org 
806-789-5937 

Web: www.trinitypresfw.org 

Meeting Address: 4736 Bryce Avenue, Ft. Worth, TX  76107 

Mailing Address: P. O. Box 100754, Ft. Worth, TX  76185 

Leadership Contact Info: 
Jerry Bolz  jerry.bolz@worthcre.net 
Mark Denton  mark-denton@sbcglobal.net 
Wade Jewett  jewettwade@gmail.com 

Staff Contact Info: 
Administration: Abbie Pitzer             admin@trinitypresfw.org 
Children & Nursery: Jeanette Davis         children@trinitypresfw.org 
Music:   Wade Jewett  jewettwade@gmail.com 

Trinity exists to embrace, embody, and extend the redemptive message of    
Jesus to the people and places of Fort Worth and beyond.  

We are a church plant of Fort Worth Presbyterian Church and a part of the  
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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