
 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 

Love God. Love People. Love Fort Worth. 



Words for Reflection 

Certainly there was an Eden on this very unhappy earth. We all long for 
it, and we are constantly glimpsing it: our whole nature at its best and 
least corrupted, its gentlest and most humane, is still soaked with the 
sense of ‘exile’. 

-J. R. R. Tolkien 

The Advent season is a season of waiting, but our whole life is an  
Advent season, that is, a season of waiting for the last Advent, for the 
time when there will be a new heaven and a new earth. 

-Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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Order of Worship 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

— December 18, 2016 — 

Prelude 
O come, Desire of nations, bind 

All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel 

Advent Reading & Candle Lighting 
Reader: We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
Advent means coming. We are preparing for the full coming of God’s 
kingdom: 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those 
who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light shone. 

—Isaiah 9:2 ESV 

Reader: Come, Lord Jesus, our light and our salvation.  
People: Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 

The Call to Worship 
God invites and calls us into His presence to worship Him. He enters into our busy lives 
to speak to us.  

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; 
     I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. 
I will be glad and exult in you; 
     I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 
—Psalm 9:1-2 ESV 
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Hymn of Praise | Come Thou Long Expected Jesus     
We sing praises to God and proclaim through song the good news of what He has done 
in Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Some songs might be initially unfamiliar, but we      
believe the rich, true, beautiful words of these hymns will make their way into your heart. 

Come, thou long expected Jesus,  
Born to set thy people free; 
From our fears and sins release us;  
Let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel’s strength and consolation,  
Hope of all the earth thou art,  
Dear desire of every nation, 
Joy of every longing heart. 

Joy to those who long to see thee 
Day-spring from on high appear 
Come thou promised Rod of Jesse 
Of Thy birth we long to hear 
O'er the hills the angels singing 
News glad tidings of a birth 
Go to him your praises bringing 
Christ the Lord has come to earth. 

Come to earth to taste our sadness 
He whose glories knew no end 
By his life he brings us gladness 
Our Redeemer, Shepherd, Friend 
Leaving riches without number 
Born within a cattle stall 
This the everlasting wonder 
Christ was born Lord of all. 
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Born thy people to deliver, 
Born a child and yet a king, 
Born to reign in us forever,  
Now thy gracious kingdom bring.  
By thine own eternal Spirit, 
Rule in all our hearts alone; 
By thine all-sufficient merit,  
Raise us to thy glorious throne. 

Words: Charles Wesley 
Music: Rowland Prichard 
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Opening Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
We ask for God to be present among us and conclude with the prayer that Jesus taught 
his disciples to pray. 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

Doxology                    
Doxology means “glory words.” We lift our voices and our hands to give God glory for 
who He is and all that He has done. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

!6



Confession of Sin 
We fight the temptation to hide our sin and instead acknowledge it openly to God, but 
we do so in light of the grace offered in Jesus. 

Gracious Father and Loving God,  
Forgive us our sins, and cleanse our hearts through the shed blood of 
Your Son Jesus. Fill us with hope where there has been despair, com-
passion where there has been indifference, and faith where there has 
been unbelief. Help us to live in reliance upon Your grace. Protect us 
from growing callous to the glory of Christ’s Incarnation and the hope 
of his return. Through Christ we pray. Amen. 

Silent Confession 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
God reminds our forgetful hearts of the grace that is ours in Jesus. 

Come now, let us reason together, says the LORD: though your sins 
are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red 
like crimson, they shall become like wool. 

—Isaiah 1:18 ESV 
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Hymn of Response | What Child is This? 
We respond in thanks and praise for God’s redemptive work in Christ. 

What Child is this who, laid to rest, 
On Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
Haste, haste, to bring him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary. 

Why lies he in such mean estate, 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
The silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through; 
The cross be borne for me, for you. 
Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
The babe, the son of Mary. 

So bring him incense, gold and myrrh; 
Come peasant, king to own him; 
The King of kings salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, 
The virgin sings her lullaby: 
Joy, joy for Christ is born, 
The babe, the son of Mary. 

Words & Music: Traditional English Carol 
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Confession of Faith | The Apostles’ Creed 
We join the church in history by confessing this basic statement of what Christians be-
lieve. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 Was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell.*  
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic** church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

*While Jesus didn’t literally descend to hell, he did endure the torment of hell on 
the cross and remained under the power of death until his resurrection. 

**universal 
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The Offering      

In gratitude, we offer our gifts to God. 

Children are now dismissed for TrinityKids (4 years old -2nd Grade).  After the sermon, 
their teachers will return them to worship where they may come directly to you, or you 

may meet them in the back of the auditorium. 

The Friendly Beasts 
Jesus our brother, strong and good  
Was humbly born in a stable rude  

And the friendly beasts around Him stood  
Jesus our brother, strong and good  

"I," said the donkey, shaggy and brown  
"I carried His mother up hill and down  

I carried His mother to Bethlehem town"  
"I," said the donkey, shaggy and brown  

"I," said the cow, all white and red  
"I gave Him my manger for His bed  

I gave Him my hay to pillow His head"  
"I," said the cow, all white and red  

"I," said the sheep with curly horn  
"I gave Him my wool for His blanket warm  

He wore my coat on Christmas morn"  
"I," said the sheep with curly horn  

"I," said the dove from the rafters high  
"I cooed Him to sleep so that He would not cry  

We cooed Him to sleep, my mate and I"  
"I," said the dove from the rafters high  

Thus every beast by some good spell  
In the stable dark was glad to tell  

Of the gift he gave Emmanuel  
The gift he gave Emmanuel 

Words: Robert Davis  
Music: Arr. by Sufjan Stevens 

!10



The Prayers of the People 
We lift up our requests to God knowing that He hears us when we pray and conclude 
with an Advent prayer that focuses on Jesus’ coming. 

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by Your daily visitation, that Your 
Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for 
himself; who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The Reading of the Word                 Haggai 2:1-9 
God speaks to us through His Word. 

2:1 In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of the month, the word 
of the LORD came by the hand of Haggai the prophet: 2 “Speak now to 
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the 
son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the remnant of the people, 
and say, 3 ‘Who is left among you who saw this house in its former glo-
ry? How do you see it now? Is it not as nothing in your eyes? 4 Yet now 
be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the LORD. Be strong, O Joshua, son 
of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you people of the land, de-
clares the LORD. Work, for I am with you, declares the LORD of hosts, 5 
according to the covenant that I made with you when you came out of 
Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not. 6 For thus says the 
LORD of hosts: Yet once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens 
and the earth and the sea and the dry land. 7 And I will shake all nations, 
so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house 
with glory, says the LORD of hosts. 8 The silver is mine, and the gold is 
mine, declares the LORD of hosts. 9 The latter glory of this house shall 
be greater than the former, says the LORD of hosts. And in this place I 
will give peace, declares the LORD of hosts.’” 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  
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The Preaching of the Word    
Pastor Steve Percifield 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
“The Desire of Nations” 

Sermon Notes 
________________________________________________ 
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________________________________________________ 
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The Celebration of Holy Communion 
Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal 
of baptized Christians. It’s not a meal for good people. It’s a meal for desperate 
people who trust in Jesus alone for salvation, who are at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, and who seek strength and grace to live more faithfully with 
Jesus. You will be invited to come forward. If you are not a Christian, or if you 
are not prepared to share in this meal today, we encourage you to use the 
prayers printed below and spend this time in reflection or prayer.  

Children who have not received their first communion are welcome to come 
forward with their families. We invite children who are ready to make a public 
profession of faith in Christ to arrange a meeting with the elders, and thus be-
come “communicants” at the Lord’s Table. 

*Note about communion wine: The red inner cups in each tray contain non-al-
coholic grape juice. The clear outer cups and the common cup contain wine.  

Pastor:    The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you.  
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts! 
People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution  

Pastor:  Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:  
People:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  Hallelujah!  
Pastor:  Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.  
  Hallelujah!  
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
Pastor:  The gifts of God for the people of God.  
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Prayers During Communion 

A prayer for those searching for truth:   
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life.  If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are.  
Give me the ability to follow you no matter what it might cost me.  Give me an 
understanding for you that is coherent, convincing, and leads to the life that 
you promise.  Amen. 

A prayer of belief:   
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever believed, but 
through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope.  I thank 
you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering for-
giveness and new life.  Knowing that you have been raised from the dead and 
are now representing me at the Father’s right hand in heaven, I turn from my 
sins and receive you as my savior.  Amen. 

A prayer for those struggling against sin:   
Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and 
desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on 
you, the true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so 
closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me, 
looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith.  Amen. 

A prayer for covenant children who have not yet made a profession of 
faith:   
Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian 
family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel.  Help me to 
grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on 
the cross.  Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in 
you alone for my salvation.  Teach me what it means to follow you as one of 
your disciples.  Amen. 
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Hymns for Communion 

Give Reviving 
Father for Thy, promised blessing,  
Still we plead before Thy throne  

For the times of, sweet refreshing,  
Which can come from Thee alone  
Blessed earnests, Thou hast given,  

But in these we would not rest  
Blessings still with, Thee are hidden,  
Pour them forth and make us blest! 

Prayer ascendeth to Thee ever,  
Answer! Father, answer prayer  

Bless oh bless each, weak endeavor,  
Blood-bought pardon to declare  

Wake Thy slumbering, children wake them,  
Bid them to Thy harvest go  

Blessings O our, Father make,  
Round their steps let blessings flow. 

Let no people be forgotten,  
Let Thy showers on all descend  

That in one loud blessed anthem,  
Millions may in triumph blend  
Give reviving, give refreshing,  

Give the looked-for Jubilee  
To Thyself may, crowds be pressing,  

Bringing glory unto Thee. 

Words:  Albert Midlane, Chelsey Scott 
Music:  Chelsey Scott, Aaron Sands  
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We Will Feast in the House of Zion  
We will feast in the house of Zion. 

We will sing with our hearts restored. 
“He has done great things,” we will say together. 

We will feast and weep no more. 

We will not be burned by the fire, 
He is the Lord our God. 

We are not consumed by the flood 
Upheld, protected, gathered up. 

In the dark of night before the dawn, 
My soul be not afraid. 

For the promised morning, o how long? 
O God of Jacob be my strength. 

Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed 
You are the faithful one. 

And from the garden to the grave 
Bind us together bring shalom. 

Words & Music: Sandra McCracken and Joshua Moore  

Life at Trinity  

!17



Departing Hymn | Joy to the World 
We respond in faith and song. 
*Children are invited to come to the front to lead & sing. Parents are also         
welcome. 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n and nature sing, 
And heav’n, and heav’n, and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as the curse is found, 
Far as, far as, the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love. 

Words: Isaac Watts; Music: George F. Handel 
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The Benediction   
God sends us out with his blessing. A benediction is not a prayer. We don’t bow our 
heads. We lift them up and even lift up our hands to receive his blessing as we are sent 
out as participants in His mission to Fort Worth.  

And Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule 
the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope.” May the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy 
Spirit you may abound in hope. 

—Romans 15:12-13 ESV 

The Sending     
The people of God are sent into the world to love God, love people, and love Fort 
Worth. 

Pastor: Let us go forth to serve Fort Worth and the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
People: Thanks be to God! 
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Announcements 

Advent Morning Prayer  
On Fridays during Advent (12/23), we will meet at 645am in the sanc-
tuary at Connell to pray together as a church. We will conclude by 
715am. All are welcome. 

Trinity Christmas Eve Service 
Join us at 3pm on Dec. 24 for our family- & kid-friendly Trinity 
Christmas Eve Service! While there will be no nursery available, the 
entire service will involve children. Please invite your friends and 
neighbors! 

Trinity Christmas Day Service 
We’ll meet at our normal time (4pm) for worship on Christmas Day! 
Please make plans to join us as we celebrate the Incarnation of our 
Lord together!  

Men’s Hebrews Study 
Guys, join one of two men’s weekly studies. One meets from 1130am 
- 1245pm Tuesdays at Reata. The other meets 1130am - 1pm Thurs-
days at the Percifield house (3800 Arroyo). Contact Steve for more 
details (steve@trinitypresfw.org). 
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Information 

To the Parents of Young Children 
Welcome!  We are so glad you are here. We believe the church is for 
all people, even children, and we want Trinity to be a church where 
children are both seen and heard.  So don’t worry if your children 
wiggle in the pews or make a little noise!  We invite you to keep your 
children in our service and help them understand what is going on, 
sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. Children learn 
how to worship by imitating you. We say parts of our worship service 
every week in order to help our non-reading children to participate, 
and we have children’s bulletins available in the back. There are also 
ages, stages, and times when it might not be best for your children 
to be in worship. We have a nursery program that is set up to handle 
children from birth to 4 years old, and a TrinityKids program during 
the sermon for children 4 years old through 2nd grade. All nursery 
volunteers have been through both background checks and Ministry 
Safe training. 

The Liturgy  
Our order of worship may be new to you. Every worship service in 
every church has a structure. We want to be intentional about ours as 
it is a real back-and-forth conversation between us and God. He calls 
us to worship, and then we respond and move through the different 
elements of the service.  We have both spontaneous, personal 
prayers as well as ancient, printed prayers.  Please look over the   
service beforehand to see what we will hear and say along the way. 
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4pm  
We plan on meeting at 4pm for the foreseeable future. We hope you 
will enjoy a Sunday morning to sleep in, spend time with your non-
church going friends and neighbors or relax with your family and 
friends. 

Welcome Notepads 
At some point during service, a welcome pad will be passed down 
your row. We would love for you to fill it out and pass it to the per-
son on your right, so that we will have record of your visit. We prom-
ise we won’t spam you. 

Youth Group @ FWPC 
The youth group (grades 6-12) at our sending church meets on     
Sunday evenings at FWPC (6251 Oakmont Trail) at 530pm. All youth 
volunteers have been through both background checks and Ministry 
Safe training. If you’re interested in joining the carpool of Trinity stu-
dents attending, please contact Wade Jewett  
(jewettwade@gmail.com). 

Interested in Helping with Music? 
We are always looking to add to our great team of musicians. If 
you’re interested in learning more, please contact Wade Jewett 
(jewettwade@gmail.com). 

Online Giving 
If you’d prefer to give online as either a one-time gift or as a recur-
ring gift, you may do so through our website:  
www.trinitypresfw.org/give 
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Trinity Presbyterian Church 

Love God. Love People. Love Fort Worth. 

Pastoral Staff  
Brian Davis 
Lead Pastor 

brian@trinitypresfw.org 
817-789-8501 

Steve Percifield 
Assistant Pastor 

steve@trinitypresfw.org 
806-789-5937 

Web: www.trinitypresfw.org 

Meeting Address: 4736 Bryce Avenue, Ft. Worth, TX  76107 

Mailing Address: P. O. Box 100754, Ft. Worth, TX  76185 

Leadership Contact Info: 
Jerry Bolz  jerry.bolz@worthcre.net 
Mark Denton  mark-denton@sbcglobal.net 
Wade Jewett  jewettwade@gmail.com 

Staff Contact Info: 
Administration: Abbie Pitzer             admin@trinitypresfw.org 
Children & Nursery: Jeanette Davis         children@trinitypresfw.org 
Music:   Wade Jewett  jewettwade@gmail.com 

Trinity exists to embrace, embody, and extend the redemptive message of    
Jesus to the people and places of Fort Worth and beyond.  

We are a church plant of Fort Worth Presbyterian Church and a part of the  
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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