
 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 

Love God. Love People. Love Fort Worth. 



Words for Reflection 

[Christmas] means not just hope for the world, despite all its unending 
problems, but hope for you and me, despite all our unending failings. 

-Timothy Keller 

Grace was in the manger in the person of the baby Jesus, because 
grace is the only hope for this fallen world and we sinners who live in it.   

-Paul Tripp 
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Order of Worship 
Christmas Eve 

— December 24, 2016 — 

Prelude 

Advent Reading & Candle Lighting 
Reader: We light these candles as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
Advent means coming. We are preparing for the full coming of God’s 
kingdom: 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, on the 
throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forever-
more. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

—Isaiah 9:6-7 ESV 

Reader: Come, Lord Jesus, our light and our salvation.  
People: Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
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The Call to Worship 
God invites and calls us into His presence to worship Him. He enters into our busy lives 
to speak to us.  

Pastor:   Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 
   will be for all the people.  

People: For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, 
   who is Christ the Lord. 
   
Pastor:  And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in  
   swaddling cloths and lying in a manger. 

People: Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 
   happened, which the Lord has made known to us. 

Pastor:  Glory to God in the highest! 
 
People: And on earth peace, good will toward men! 

—Based on Luke 2:10-15 ESV 
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Hymn of Praise | O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
We sing praises to God and proclaim through song the good news of what He has done 
in Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Some songs might be initially unfamiliar, but we      
believe the rich, true, beautiful words of these hymns will make their way into your heart. 

O come, O come Emmanuel  
And ransom captive Israel  
That mourns in lonely exile here,  
Until the Son of God appears. 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
 Shall come to thee, O Israel 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell Thy people save, 
And give them victory over the grave. 

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 

Opening Prayer 
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Scripture Reading            Luke 1:26-38; 2:1-7 
God speaks to us through His Word. 

1:26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of 
Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is 
with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to 
discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 
David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How 
will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the 
Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has 
also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, 
“Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word.” And the angel departed from her. 

2:1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when 
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to 
his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of 
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, be-
cause he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, 
the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn 
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son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, be-
cause there was no place for them in the inn. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 

Hymn of Praise | It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 
We respond in thanks and praise for God’s redemptive work in Christ. 

It came upon the midnight clear, 
That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth 
To touch their harps of gold; 
"Peace on the earth, good will to men, 
From heaven's all-gracious King:" 
The world in solemn stillness lay, 
To hear the angels sing. 

Still through the cloven skies they come, 
With peaceful wings unfurled, 
And still their heav'nly music floats 
O'er all the weary world: 
Above its sad and lowly plains 
They bend on hov'ring wing, 
And ever o'er its Babel sounds 
The blessed angels sing. 

And ye, beneath life's crushing load, 
Whose forms are bending low, 
Who toil along the climbing way 
With painful steps and slow, 
Look now! for glad and golden hours 
Come swiftly on the wing: 
O rest beside the weary road, 
And hear the angels sing. 
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For lo, the days are hastening on, 
By prophet bards foretold, 
When with the ever-circling years 
Comes round the age of gold; 
When peace shall over all the earth 
Its ancient splendors fling, 
And the whole world give back the song 
Which now the angels sing. 

Words:  Edmund Hamilton Sears 
Music: Richard Storrs Willis 

The Offering      

In gratitude, we offer our gifts to God. 

The Homily 
Pastor Brian Davis 

“He’s Here!” 

Sermon Notes 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
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The Celebration of Holy Communion 
Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal 
of baptized Christians. It’s not a meal for good people. It’s a meal for desperate 
people who trust in Jesus alone for salvation, who are at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, and who seek strength and grace to live more faithfully with 
Jesus. You will be invited to come forward. If you are not a Christian, or if you 
are not prepared to share in this meal today, we encourage you to use the 
prayers printed below and spend this time in reflection or prayer.  

Children who have not received their first communion are welcome to come 
forward with their families. We invite children who are ready to make a public 
profession of faith in Christ to arrange a meeting with the elders, and thus be-
come “communicants” at the Lord’s Table. 

*Note about communion wine: The red inner cups in each tray contain non-al-
coholic grape juice. The clear outer cups and the common cup contain wine.  

Pastor:    The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you.  
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts! 
People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution  

Pastor:  Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:  
People:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  Hallelujah!  
Pastor:  Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.  
  Hallelujah!  
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
Pastor:  The gifts of God for the people of God.  
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Prayers During Communion 

A prayer for those searching for truth:   
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life.  If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are.  
Give me the ability to follow you no matter what it might cost me.  Give me an 
understanding for you that is coherent, convincing, and leads to the life that 
you promise.  Amen. 

A prayer of belief:   
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever believed, but 
through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope.  I thank 
you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering for-
giveness and new life.  Knowing that you have been raised from the dead and 
are now representing me at the Father’s right hand in heaven, I turn from my 
sins and receive you as my savior.  Amen. 

A prayer for those struggling against sin:   
Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and 
desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on 
you, the true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so 
closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me, 
looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith.  Amen. 

A prayer for covenant children who have not yet made a profession of 
faith:   
Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian 
family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel.  Help me to 
grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on 
the cross.  Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in 
you alone for my salvation.  Teach me what it means to follow you as one of 
your disciples.  Amen. 
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Hymn for Communion 

O Little Town of Bethlehem 
O little town of Bethlehem, 

How still we see thee lie; 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 

The silent stars go by: 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth 

The everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years 

Are met in thee tonight. 

For Christ is born of Mary; 
And gathered all above, 

While mortals sleep, the angels keep 
Their watch of wondering love. 

O morning stars together 
Proclaim the holy birth; 

And praises sing to God the King, 
And peace to men on earth. 

How silently, how silently 
The wondrous gift is given! 

So God imparts to human hearts 
The blessings of his heav'n. 

No ear may hear his coming, 
But in this world of sin, 

Where meek souls will receive him still, 
The dear Christ enters in. 
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O holy Child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell; 

O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel. 

Words:  Phillips Brooks 
Music: Lewis Redner 

The Lighting of the Candles 
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Departing Hymn | Silent Night 
We respond in faith and song. 

Silent night! Holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and Child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight! 
Glories stream from heav'n afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing: Alleluia, 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 

Silent night! Holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord at thy birth. 

Words: Isaac Watts  
Music: George F. Handel 
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The Benediction   
God sends us out with his blessing. A benediction is not a prayer. We don’t bow our 
heads. We lift them up and even lift up our hands to receive his blessing as we are sent 
out as participants in His mission to Fort Worth.  

Jesus is the Word made flesh in our midst. May his Incarnation fill your 
hearts with joy and peace, in the name of the Father, the Son, and the 

Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The Sending     
The people of God are sent into the world to love God, love people, and love Fort 
Worth. 

Pastor: Let us go forth to serve Fort Worth and the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
People: Thanks be to God! 
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Trinity Presbyterian Church 

Love God. Love People. Love Fort Worth. 

Pastoral Staff  
Brian Davis 
Lead Pastor 

brian@trinitypresfw.org 
817-789-8501 

Steve Percifield 
Assistant Pastor 

steve@trinitypresfw.org 
806-789-5937 

Web: www.trinitypresfw.org 

Meeting Address: 4736 Bryce Avenue, Ft. Worth, TX  76107 

Mailing Address: P. O. Box 100754, Ft. Worth, TX  76185 

Leadership Contact Info: 
Jerry Bolz  jerry.bolz@worthcre.net 
Mark Denton  mark-denton@sbcglobal.net 
Wade Jewett  jewettwade@gmail.com 

Staff Contact Info: 
Administration: Abbie Pitzer             admin@trinitypresfw.org 
Children & Nursery: Jeanette Davis         children@trinitypresfw.org 
Music:   Wade Jewett  jewettwade@gmail.com 

Trinity exists to embrace, embody, and extend the redemptive message of    
Jesus to the people and places of Fort Worth and beyond.  

We are a church plant of Fort Worth Presbyterian Church and a part of the  
Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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