
 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 

Love God. Love People. Love Fort Worth. 



Words for Reflection 

Lent is a season of preparation and repentance during which we antici-
pate Good Friday and Easter. Just as we carefully prepare for big events 
in our personal lives, such as a wedding or commencement, Lent invites 
us to make our hearts ready for remembering Jesus’ passion and cele-
brating Jesus’ resurrection. 

-John Witvliet 

God’s mercy is greater than our sins. There is an awareness of sin that 
does not lead to God but to self-preoccupation. Our temptation is to be 
so impressed by our sins and failings and so overwhelmed by our lack of 
generosity that we get stuck in a paralyzing guilt. It is the guilt that says: 
“I am too sinful to deserve God’s mercy.” It is the guilt that leads to in-
trospection instead of directing our eyes to God. It is the guilt that has 
become an idol and therefore a form of pride. Lent is the time to break 
down this idol and to direct our attention to our loving Lord. The ques-
tion is: “Are we like Judas, who was so overcome by his sin that he could 
not believe in God’s mercy any longer and hanged himself, or are we 
like Peter who returned to his Lord with repentance and cried bitterly for 
his sins?” The season of Lent, during which winter and spring struggle 
with each other for dominance, helps us in a special way to cry out for 
God’s mercy. 

-Henri Nouwen 
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Order of Worship 
The First Sunday in Lent 
— February 18, 2018 — 

The Call to Worship 
God invites and calls us into His presence to worship Him. He enters into our busy lives 
to speak to us.  

Praise the LORD! 
     Praise God in his sanctuary; 
praise him in his mighty heavens! 
     Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
praise him according to his excellent greatness! 
     Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! 
—Psalm 150:1-2, 6 ESV 

Hymn of Praise | Praise to the Lord the Almighty 
We sing praises to God and proclaim through song the good news of what He has done 
in Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Some songs might be initially unfamiliar, but we      
believe the rich, true, beautiful words of these hymns will make their way into your heart. 

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 
O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation! 
All ye who hear, now to His temple draw near; 
Join me in glad adoration! 

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, 
Shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth! 
Hast thou not seen how thy desires e’er have been 
Granted in what He ordaineth? 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work and defend thee! 
Surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee; 
Ponder anew what the Almighty will do, 
If with His love He befriend thee. 

!3



Praise to the Lord, who with marvelous wisdom hath made thee, 
Decked thee with health and with loving hand guided and stayed thee 
How oft in grief hath not He brought thee relief, 
Spreading His wings to o’er shade thee! 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that hath life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 
Let the amen sound from His people again; 
Gladly fore’er we adore Him. 

Words: Joachim Neander  
Music: Traditional German Melody 

Opening Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
We ask for God to be present among us and conclude with the prayer that Jesus taught 
his disciples to pray. 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

Doxology                    
Doxology means “glory words.” We lift our voices and our hands to give God glory for 
who He is and all that He has done. 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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Confession of Sin 
We fight the temptation to hide our sin and instead acknowledge it openly to God, but 
we do so in light of the grace offered in Jesus. 

God of mercy, whose Son Jesus Christ longs to gather us in the wide 
embrace of his love, we confess that we have been wayward children. 
We have disobeyed Your commands; our ears have been deaf to Your 
call; our hearts have been cold to Your love. In thought, in word, and 
in deed we have hurt others and dishonored Your Name. In Your great 
mercy receive us yet again as Your well-beloved children, not because 
we are worthy but for the sake of him who loved us and gave himself 
for us. Amen. 

Silent Confession 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
God reminds our forgetful hearts of the grace that is ours in Jesus. 

Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 
anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 

—Joel 2:13 ESV 

Hymn of Response | How Long? 
We respond in thanks and praise for God’s redemptive work in Christ. 

How long? Will You turn Your face away?  
How long? Do You hear us when we pray?  
On and on, still we walk this pilgrim way - How long?  
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How long 'til Your children find their rest?  
How long 'til You draw them to Your breast?  
We go on holding to Your promises - How long?  

’Til You wipe away the tears from ev'ry eye  
'Til we see our home descending from the sky  
Do we wait in vain? Jesus, give us hope again! 

How long 'til Your word will still the storm?  
How long 'til You bare Your mighty arm?  
How we groan 'til You snatch us from the thorns - How long?  

How long? Sweet the dawn that ends the race.  
How long? Weak our hearts but strong our legs.  
Looking on - great that cloud of witnesses! How long? 

Words & Music: Isaac Wardell 

Confession of Faith | The Heidelberg Catechism #1 
We join the church in history by confessing this basic statement of what Christians 
believe. 

Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death? 

A. That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in 
death—to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all 
my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from the 
tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that 
not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in 
heaven; in fact, all things must work together for my salvation.  
Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of 
eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready 
from now on to live for him. 
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The Welcoming of Communing Members  

Harrison Christian Jewett 
Pamela Clare Percifield 
Ava Catharine Simonson 

Penn Blake Simonson 
Warren Paul Simonson 
Asher Reid Westerfield  

1. Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner in the sight of God, justly 
deserving His displeasure, and without hope save in His sovereign mer-
cy? I do. 

2. Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior 
of sinners, and do you receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation as 
He is offered in the Gospel? I do.  

3. Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace 
of the Holy Spirit, that you will endeavor to live as becomes the follow-
ers of Christ? I do.  

4. Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work to the 
best of your ability? I do. 

5. Do you submit yourself to the government and discipline of the 
Church, and promise to study its purity and peace? I do. 

The Offering      

In gratitude, we offer our gifts to God. 

Children are now dismissed for TrinityKids (4 years old -2nd Grade).  After the sermon, 
their teachers will return them to worship where they may come directly to you, or you 

may meet them in the back of the sanctuary. 
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The Prayers of the People 
We lift up our requests to God knowing that He hears us when we pray and conclude 
with the following Lenten prayer. 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son was led by the Spirit to be tempted 
by Satan; come quickly to help us who are assaulted by many tempta-
tions; and, as You know the weaknesses of each of us, let each one 
find You mighty to save; through Jesus Christ Your Son our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

The Reading of the Word               Genesis 3:8-15, 21-24 
God speaks to us through His Word. 

3:8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden 
in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But the 
LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 And 
he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, 
because I was naked, and I hid myself.” 11 He said, “Who told you that 
you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you 
not to eat?” 12 The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with 
me, she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” 13 Then the LORD God 
said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, 
“The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 The LORD God said to the 
serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you above all 
livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, 
and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. 15 I will put enmity 
between you and the woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring; he shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”  

21 And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of 
skins and clothed them. 22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man 
has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach 
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out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—” 
23 therefore the LORD God sent him out from the garden of Eden to 
work the ground from which he was taken. 24 He drove out the man, 
and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim and a 
flaming sword that turned every way to guard the way to the tree of life. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

The Preaching of the Word    
Dr. John Cox 

God and the Hope of Eden 

Sermon Notes 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________ 
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The Celebration of Holy Communion 
Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal 
of baptized Christians. It’s not a meal for good people. It’s a meal for desperate 
people who trust in Jesus alone for salvation, who are at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, and who seek strength and grace to live more faithfully with 
Jesus. You will be invited to come forward. If you are not a Christian, or if you 
are not prepared to share in this meal today, we encourage you to use the 
prayers printed below and spend this time in reflection or prayer.  

Children who have not received their first communion are welcome to come 
forward with their families. We invite children who are ready to make a public 
profession of faith in Christ to arrange a meeting with the elders, and thus 
become “communicants” at the Lord’s Table. 

*Note about communion wine: The red inner cups in each tray contain non-
alcoholic grape juice. The clear outer cups and the common cup contain wine.  

Pastor:    The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you.  
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts! 
People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution  

Pastor:  Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:  
People:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.   
Pastor:  Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.  
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
Pastor:  The gifts of God for the people of God.  
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Prayers During Communion 

A prayer for those searching for truth:   
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life.  If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are.  
Give me the ability to follow you no matter what it might cost me.  Give me an 
understanding for you that is coherent, convincing, and leads to the life that 
you promise.  Amen. 

A prayer of belief:   
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever believed, but 
through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope.  I thank 
you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering 
forgiveness and new life.  Knowing that you have been raised from the dead 
and are now representing me at the Father’s right hand in heaven, I turn from 
my sins and receive you as my savior.  Amen. 

A prayer for those struggling against sin:   
Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and 
desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on 
you, the true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so 
closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me, 
looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith.  Amen. 

A prayer for covenant children who have not yet made a profession of 
faith:   
Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian 
family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel.  Help me to 
grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on 
the cross.  Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in 
you alone for my salvation.  Teach me what it means to follow you as one of 
your disciples.  Amen. 
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Hymns for Communion 

Psalm 46 
God is our refuge, our strength and our shield;  

An ever present help 
We will not fear, though the earth give way, 

And the mountains crash into the sea 

There is a river whose streams will make glad;  
the city of our Most High King 

God is within her and she will not fail;  
He helps her at break of the day 

Nations in uproar, men’s kingdoms they fall. 
He speaks and the Earth melts away. 

The worst we imagine, the strongest of storms, 
Our fortress, it will remain. 

There is a river whose streams will make glad;  
the city of our Most High King 

God is within her and she will not fail;  
Listen to hear the Lord say:  

Be still and know that I am God 

Come, let us see what the Lord has done,  
the ruins He brings to the Earth. 

He makes wars to cease at the end of the Earth 
He shatters the bow and the spear.  

There is a river whose streams will make glad;  
the city of our Most High King 
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God is within her and she will not fail;  
Listen to hear the Lord say:  

Be still and know that I am God 
Be still and know that I am God 
Be still and know that I am God 
Be still and know that I am God 

Words & Music: Mike Crawford (alt. by Isaac Wardell) 

Come to the Feast 
Go to the highways and hedges.  

Go to the farthest of fields. 
Go and compel the sick and the well  
For our Father’s house will be filled. 

Go to the streets of the city.  
Bring in the crippled and blind. 

All who would taste this banquet of grace  
Must come and waste no more time. 

Come to the feast, come to the table; 
The great and the least, the rich and the poor. 

Come to the feast, come to the table; 
Come and hunger no more. 

In the robe of the Lamb you’ll be covered,  
Dressed in His pure righteousness. 

For all of your guilt His blood it was spilt. 
So come by your Father be blessed. 

Words & Music: Jeff Lawson 

!14



Life at Trinity  

Departing Hymn | O Love That Will Not Let Me Go 
We respond in faith and song. 
*Children are invited to come to the front to lead & sing. Parents are also         
welcome. 

O Love that will not let me go,  
I rest my weary soul in Thee;  
I give Thee back the life I owe,  
That in thine ocean depths its flow  
May richer, fuller be. 

O light that followest all my way,  
I yield my flickering torch to Thee;  
My heart restores its borrowed ray,  
That in thy sunshines blaze its day  
May brighter, fairer be. 

O Joy that seekest me through pain,  
I cannot close my heart to Thee;  
I trace the rainbow through the rain,  
And feel the promise is not vain,  
That morn shall tearless be. 

O Cross that liftest up my head,  
I dare not ask to fly from Thee;  
I lay in dust life’s glory dead,  
And from the ground there blossoms red  
Life that shall endless be. 

Words: George Matheson 
Music: Christopher Miner 
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The Benediction 
God sends us out with his blessing. A benediction is not a prayer. We don’t bow our 
heads. We lift them up and even lift up our hands to receive his blessing as we are sent 
out as participants in His mission to Fort Worth.  

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

—Romans 15:13 ESV 

The Sending     
The people of God are sent into the world to love God, love people, and love Fort 
Worth. 

Pastor: Let us go forth to serve Fort Worth and the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
People: Thanks be to God! 

!16



Announcements 

Trinity Administration Staff Position 
We are hiring a part-time church administrator. If interested, please 
contact Brian for more information (brian@trinitypresfw.org).     

Lenten Morning Prayer  
On Thursdays during Lent, we will meet at 645am in the Chapel at 
Connell to pray together as a church. We will conclude by 715am. 
Prayer guides are available in the back of the sanctuary. 

Trinity Women’s Retreat 
Ladies, join us Friday, Apr 6 - Sunday, Apr 8 at The Cliffs Resort at 
Possum Kingdom Lake for our Women’s Retreat! Our speaker 
Meredith Smith will work through the question, “Can you see what is 
good for you?” by taking an in-depth look at Psalm 73. Cost: 
$175.00/person (including meals and lodging), but please don’t let 
money stop you from coming! Scholarships are available! Registra-
tion is OPEN until March 2nd. Register online at  
www.trinitypresfw.org. Contact Emily Bates (EmilyBates1011@cs.com) 
with questions.  

Trinity Men’s Retreat 
On Friday, Apr 27, we'll head to The Cliffs Resort at Possum King-
dom Lake for a great overnight of excellent teaching, free time, and 
an opportunity to get to know some other guys at Trinity. The cost is 
$125 (includes lodging and meals), but if money is an issue, scholar-
ships are available. Carpooling is encouraged. More info TBA. 

Trinity Prayer Email  
Interested in receiving Trinity prayer requests by email? Email 
prayer@trinitypresfw.org to be added or sign up via the prayer tab 
on the website. 
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Information 

To the Parents of Young Children 
Welcome!  We are so glad you are here. We believe the church is for 
all people, even children, and we want Trinity to be a church where 
children are both seen and heard.  So don’t worry if your children 
wiggle in the pews or make a little noise!  We invite you to keep your 
children in our service and help them understand what is going on, 
sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. Children learn 
how to worship by imitating you. We say parts of our worship service 
every week in order to help our non-reading children to participate, 
and we have children’s bulletins available in the back. There are also 
ages, stages, and times when it might not be best for your children 
to be in worship. We have a nursery program that is set up to handle 
children from birth to 4 years old, and a TrinityKids program during 
the sermon for children 4 years old through 2nd grade. All nursery 
volunteers have been through both background checks and Ministry 
Safe training. Parents often check their children out of the nursery 
and/or TrinityKids prior to Communion so that they can help lead us 
in our departing hymn. 

The Liturgy  
Our order of worship may be new to you. Every worship service in 
every church has a structure. We want to be intentional about ours as 
it is a real back-and-forth conversation between us and God. He calls 
us to worship, and then we respond and move through the different 
elements of the service.  We have both spontaneous, personal 
prayers as well as ancient, printed prayers.  Please look over the   
service beforehand to see what we will hear and say along the way. 
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4pm  
We plan on meeting at 4pm for the foreseeable future. We hope you 
will enjoy a Sunday morning to sleep in, spend time with your non-
church going friends and neighbors or relax with your family and 
friends. 

Welcome Notepads 
At some point during service, a welcome pad will be passed down 
your row. We would love for you to fill it out and pass it to the per-
son on your right, so that we will have record of your visit. We prom-
ise we won’t spam you. 

Youth Group @ FWPC 
The youth group (grades 6-12) at our sending church meets on     
Sunday evenings at FWPC (6251 Oakmont Trail) at 530pm. All youth 
volunteers have been through both background checks and Ministry 
Safe training. If you’re interested in joining the carpool of Trinity stu-
dents attending, please contact Wade Jewett  
(jewettwade@gmail.com). 

Interested in Helping with Music? 
We are always looking to add to our great team of musicians. If 
you’re interested in learning more, please contact Wade Jewett 
(jewettwade@gmail.com). 

Online Giving 
If you’d prefer to give online as either a one-time gift or as a recur-
ring gift, you may do so through our website:  
www.trinitypresfw.org/give. Giving is seen only by the Deacon & the 
team in charge of counting the offering for that particular day and by  
our Administrative Assistant. 
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Trinity Presbyterian Church 

Love God. Love People. Love Fort Worth. 

Pastoral Staff  
Brian Davis 
Lead Pastor 

brian@trinitypresfw.org 
817-789-8501 

Steve Percifield 
Assistant Pastor 

steve@trinitypresfw.org 
806-789-5937 

Web: www.trinitypresfw.org 
Meeting Address: 4736 Bryce Avenue, Ft. Worth, TX  76107 
Mailing Address: P. O. Box 100754, Ft. Worth, TX  76185 
Church Office Address: 3750 S. University Dr. #100, Ft. Worth, TX  76109 

Elders: 
Jerry Bolz  jerry.bolz@worthcre.net 
Mark Denton  mark-denton@sbcglobal.net 
Wade Jewett  jewettwade@gmail.com 
David Westerfield david@davidwesterfield.net 

Deacons: 
Mark Evans  mhev@yahoo.com 
Ryan Opgenorth ryanopgenorth2@gmail.com 

Staff Contact Info: 
Administration: Abbie Pitzer            admin@trinitypresfw.org 
Children & Nursery: Jeanette Davis          children@trinitypresfw.org 
Music:   Wade Jewett  jewettwade@gmail.com 

Trinity exists to embrace, embody, and extend the redemptive message of    
Jesus to the people and places of Fort Worth and beyond.  

We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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