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Words for Reflection 
 
To be a Christian is to be obliged to engage the world, pursuing God’s 
restorative purposes over all of life, individual and corporate, public and 
private.   

– James Davison Hunter 

 
The webbing together of God, humans, and all creation in justice, 
fulfillment, and delight is what the Hebrew prophets call shalom. We call 
it peace, but it means far more than mere peace of mind or a cease-fire 
between enemies. In the Bible, shalom means universal flourishing, 
wholeness, and delight—a rich state of affairs in which natural needs are 
satisfied and natural gifts fruitfully employed, a state of affairs that 
inspires joyful wonder as its Creator and Savior opens doors and 
welcomes creatures in whom he delights. Shalom, in other words, is the 
way things ought to be. 

 – Cornelius Plantinga 
 
Fear is not a Christian habit of mind.  

– Marilynne Robinson 
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Order of Worship 
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

— September 23, 2018 — 

 

The Call to Worship 
God invites and calls us into His presence to worship Him. He enters into our busy lives 
to speak to us.  
 

Praise the LORD! 
     For it is good to sing praises to our God; 
for it is pleasant,  
     and a song of praise is fitting. 
The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 
     he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
He heals the brokenhearted 
     and binds up their wounds. 
—Psalm 147:1-3 ESV 

 
 

Hymn of Praise | Thy Mercy My God 
We sing praises to God and proclaim through song the good news of what He has done 
in Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Some songs might be initially unfamiliar, but we      
believe the rich, true, beautiful words of these hymns will make their way into your heart. 
 

Thy mercy, my God, is the theme of my song, 
The joy of my heart. and the boast of my tongue; 
Thy free grace alone, from the first to the last, 
Hath won my affections, and bound my soul fast. 
 
Without Thy sweet mercy I could not live here; 
Sin would reduce me to utter despair; 
But, through Thy free goodness, my spirits revive, 
And He that first made me still keeps me alive. 
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Thy mercy is more than a match for my heart, 
Which wonders to feel its own hardness depart; 
Dissolved by Thy goodness, I fall to the ground, 
And weep to the praise of the mercy I’ve found. 
 
Great Father of mercies, Thy goodness I own, 
And the covenant love of Thy crucified Son; 
All praise to the Spirit, Whose whisper divine 
Seals mercy, and pardon, and righteousness mine. 
 
Words: John Stocker 
Music: Sandra McCracken 

 

Opening Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
We ask for God to be present among us and conclude with the prayer that Jesus taught 
his disciples to pray. 
 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

Doxology                    
Doxology means “glory words.” We lift our voices and our hands to give God glory for 
who He is and all that He has done. 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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Confession of Sin  
We fight the temptation to hide our sin and instead acknowledge it openly to God, but 
we do so in light of the grace offered in Jesus. 
 
Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your steadfast love; according 
to Your abundant mercy, blot out our transgressions. Wash us thor-
oughly from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin! For we know our 
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us. Against You, You only, 
have we sinned and done what is evil in Your sight, so that You may 
be justified in Your words and blameless in Your judgment. Hide Your 
face from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities. Create in us a clean 
heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Through the shed 
blood of our Savior Jesus. Amen. 
 
 
Silent Confession 
 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness  
God reminds our forgetful hearts of the grace that is ours in Jesus. 
 

For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many. 

—Mark 10:45 ESV 
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Hymn of Response | God Be Merciful to Me 
We respond in thanks and praise for God’s redemptive work in Christ. 
 

God, be merciful to me;  
On Thy grace I rest my plea  
Plenteous in compassion Thou,  
Blot out my transgressions now;  
Wash me, make me pure within;  
Cleanse, O cleanse me from my sin. 
 
My transgressions I confess;  
Grief and guilt my soul oppress.  
I have sinned against Thy grace,  
And provoked Thee to Thy face.  
I confess Thy judgement just;  
Speechless, I Thy mercy trust. 
 
I am evil, born in sin;  
Thou desirest truth within.  
Thou alone my Savior art,  
Teach Thy wisdom to my heart;  
Make me pure, Thy grace bestow,  
Wash me whiter than the snow. 
 
Broken, humbled to the dust  
By Thy wrath and judgment just,  
Let my contrite heart rejoice,  
And in gladness hear Thy voice;  
From my sins O hide Thy face,  
Blot them out in boundless grace. 
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Gracious God, my heart renew,  
Make my spirit right and true.  
Cast me not away from Thee,  
Let Thy Spirit dwell in me;  
Thy salvation's joy impart,  
Steadfast make my willing heart. 
 
Sinners then shall learn from me,  
And return, O God, to Thee  
Savior all my guilt remove,  
And my tongue shall sing Thy love  
Touch my silent lips, O Lord,  
And my mouth shall praise accord. 
 
Words: Scottish Psalter 
Music: Christopher Miner 
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Confession of Faith | The Apostles’ Creed 

We join the church in history by confessing this basic statement of what Christians be-
lieve. 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 Was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell.*  
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic** church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*While Jesus didn’t literally descend to hell, he did endure the torment of hell on 
the cross and remained under the power of death until his resurrection. 
**universal  
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The Sacrament of Baptism 
 
Triplett Foster Jones 
Olivia Pruette Myers 
   
To the Parents (Lauren & Walt Jones and Katie & Robby Myers): 
 
1. Do you acknowledge your children’s need of the cleansing blood of    
Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit? We do. 
 

2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises in their behalf, and do you 
look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for their salvation, as you do for 
your own? We do. 
  
3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your children to God, and prom-
ise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set 
before them a godly example, that you will pray with and for them, that 
you will teach them the doctrines of our holy religion, and that you will 
strive, by all the means of God’s appointment, to bring them up in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord? We do. 
 
To the Congregation: 
 
Pastor: Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of          
assisting these parents in the Christian nurture of these children?  
People: We do. 
 
“For you Jesus came into the world; for you he lived his life; for you he was cru-
cified; for you he was raised from the dead; and for you he is coming again. You 
may not know this story now, but we, your church, promise to tell you this story 

until you make it your own.” 
(based on French Reformed Baptismal Liturgy) 
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The Offering      
In gratitude, we offer our gifts to God. 
 

Children are now dismissed for TrinityKids (4 years old -2nd Grade).  After the sermon, 
their teachers will return them to worship where they may come directly to you, or you 

may meet them in the back of the sanctuary. 

 
The Prayers of the People 

We lift up our requests to God knowing that He hears us when we pray. 

 
The Reading of the Word  
God speaks to us through His Word. 

 
Jeremiah 29:4 Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all the 
exiles whom I have sent into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build 
houses and live in them; plant gardens and eat their produce. 6 Take 
wives and have sons and daughters; take wives for your sons, and give 
your daughters in marriage, that they may bear sons and daughters; 
multiply there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the welfare of the city 
where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for 
in its welfare you will find your welfare. 
 
1 Peter 2:11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain 
from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 
12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they 
speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glo-
rify God on the day of visitation. 13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to 
every human institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 14 or 
to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise 
those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good 
you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as 
people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but 
living as servants of God. 17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. 
Fear God. Honor the emperor. 



 

11 

Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

 
 
The Preaching of the Word    
Pastor Brian Davis 

 

Who We Are: Trinity’s Core Commitments 
 
Trinity is a gospel-centered church committed to following Jesus by… 
 

• Worshiping God together through historic liturgy that is rich, accessi-
ble, and emotionally honest 

• Striving to know and be known in our life together 
• Engaging in formative spiritual practices 
• Extending the welcome of the gospel in word and deed 
• Serving our city 

 
 

Sermon Notes 
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The Celebration of Holy Communion 
Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal 
of baptized Christians. It’s not a meal for good people. It’s a meal for desperate 
people who trust in Jesus alone for salvation, who are at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, and who seek strength and grace to live more faithfully 
with Jesus. You will be invited to come forward. If you are not a Christian, or if 
you are not prepared to share in this meal today, we encourage you to use the 
prayers printed below and spend this time in reflection or prayer.  
 
Children who have not received their first communion are welcome to come 
forward with their families. We invite children who are ready to make a public 
profession of faith in Christ to arrange a meeting with the elders, and thus be-
come “communicants” at the Lord’s Table. 
 
*Note about communion wine: The red inner cups in each tray contain non-
alcoholic grape juice. The clear outer cups and the common cup contain wine.  
 
Pastor:    The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you.  
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts! 
People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution  
 
Pastor:  Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:  
People:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  Hallelujah! 
Pastor:  Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.  
  Hallelujah! 
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
Pastor:  The gifts of God for the people of God. 
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Prayers During Communion 

 
A prayer for those searching for truth:   
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life.  If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are.  
Give me the ability to follow you no matter what it might cost me.  Give me an 
understanding for you that is coherent, convincing, and leads to the life that 
you promise.  Amen. 

 
A prayer of belief:   
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever believed, but 
through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope.  I thank 
you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering for-
giveness and new life.  Knowing that you have been raised from the dead and 
are now representing me at the Father’s right hand in heaven, I turn from my 
sins and receive you as my savior.  Amen. 
 
A prayer for those struggling against sin:   
Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and 
desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on 
you, the true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so 
closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me, 
looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith.  Amen. 
 
A prayer for covenant children who have not yet made a profession of 
faith:   
Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian 
family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel.  Help me to 
grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on 
the cross.  Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in 
you alone for my salvation.  Teach me what it means to follow you as one of 
your disciples.  Amen. 
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Hymns for Communion 
 

Laden with Guilt and Full of Fears 
 

Laden with guilt and full of fears 
I fly to Thee, my Lord, 

And not a glimpse of hope appears, 
But in Thy written Word 

The volumes of my Father’s grace 
Does all my griefs assuage 

Here I behold my Savior’s face 
In every page. 

 
This is the field where, hidden, lies 

The pearl of price unknown 
That merchant is divinely wise  
Who makes the pearl his own 
Here consecrated water flows 

To quench my thirst of sin 
Here the fair tree of knowledge grows,  

No danger dwells within. 
 

This is the judge that ends the strife,  
Where wit and reason fail  

My guide to everlasting life 
Through all this gloomy vale 

Oh may Thy counsels, mighty God,  
My roving feet command, 

Nor I forsake the happy road  
That leads to Thy right hand. 

 
Words: Isaac Watts; Music: Sandra McCracken 

 



 

16 

Jesus Lover of My Soul 
 

Jesus, lover of my soul, 
Let me to Thy bosom fly, 

While the nearer waters roll, 
While the tempest still is high. 

Hide me, O my Savior, hide, 
’Til life’s storm is past; 

Safe into the haven guide; 
Receive my soul at last. 

 
Other refuge have I none, 
I, helpless, hang on Thee; 

Leave, oh leave me not alone, 
Support and comfort me. 

All my trust on Thee is stayed, 
All help from Thee I bring; 

Cover my defenseless head 
In the shadow of Thy wing. 

 
Thou, O Christ, are all I want, 

Here more than all I find; 
Raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 

Heal the sick, and lead the blind. 
Just and holy is Thy Name, 
I am all unrighteousness; 
False and full of sin I am; 

Thou art full of truth and grace. 
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Plenteous grace with Thee is found, 
Grace to cover all my sin; 

Let the healing streams abound; 
Make and keep me pure within. 

Thou of life the fountain art, 
Let me take of Thee; 

Spring Thou up within my heart; 
For all eternity. 

 
Words: Charles Wesley; Music: Greg Thompson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Life at Trinity  

 
Departing Hymn | To Christ the Lord 

We respond in faith and song. 
*Children are invited to come to the front to lead & sing. Parents are also         
welcome. 
 

To Christ the Lord let every tongue, 
Its noblest tribute bring. 
When He’s the subject of the song 
Who can refuse to sing? 
Survey the beauties of His face, 
And on His glories dwell, 
Think of the wonder of His grace 
And all His triumphs tell. 
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Majestic sweetness sits enthroned, 
Upon His awful brow. 
His head with radiant glories crowned, 
His lips with grace overflow; 
No mortal can with Him compare, 
Among the sons of men, 
Fairer He is than all the fair 
That fill the Heavenly train. 
 
He saw me plunged in deep distress, 
He fled to my relief. 
For me He bore the shameful cross, 
And carried all my grief; 
His hand a thousand blessings pours, 
Upon my guilty head, 
His presence gilds my darkest hours 
And guards my sleeping bed. 
 
Since from His bounty I receive 
Such proofs of love divine, 
Had I a thousand hearts to give 
Lord, they would all be Thine; 
A thousand men could not compose 
A worthy song to bring, 
Yet Your love is a melody 
Our hearts can’t help but sing! 
 
Words: Laura Taylor, Samuel Stennett 
Music: Laura Taylor 
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The Benediction   
God sends us out with his blessing. A benediction is not a prayer. We don’t bow our 
heads. We lift them up and even lift up our hands to receive his blessing as we are sent 
out as participants in His mission to Fort Worth.  
 
The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face to shine 
upon you and be gracious to you; the LORD lift up his countenance up-
on you and give you peace. 

—Numbers 6:24-26 ESV 
 
 
The Sending     
The people of God are sent into the world to love God, love people, and love Fort 
Worth. 
 
Pastor: Let us go forth to serve Fort Worth and the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
People: Thanks be to God! 
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Announcements 
 

Women’s Fall Bible Study  
Our women’s Fall Bible Study has begun! The study details are: Friday 
mornings 930-11, Sept 7-Nov 30 with childcare at Connell, and 
Wednesday evenings 7-830, Sept 5-Dec 5 at Emily Pybus’s home (4241 
Selkirk Drive West). If you have any questions, contact Kitty 
(kawooten@sbcglobal.net).  
 
The Five Six 
All 5th & 6th grade students are invited to join us for the Five Six on 2nd 
(coinciding with Second Sundays) & 4th Sundays for snacks, teaching, 
singing, and games immediately following worship until 630pm. 
Questions? Contact Wade (jewettwade@gmail.com) or David 
(david@davidwesterfield.net).  
 

Member Pics  
We would love to have your updated family photo for our church 
directory! We will be taking pics directly after worship TODAY in the 
courtyard by the nursery. It only takes a minute!  

 
Men’s Fall Study 
Our Men’s Study meets on Wednesdays from 630-730am at La 
Madeleine (4626 SW Loop 820). We are reading and discussing The 
True Story of the Whole World. Books are available at the book table in 
the foyer ($16). Questions? Contact Steve (steve@trinitypresfw.org). 

 
Sandra McCracken Concert 
Sandra McCracken will be in concert at Fort Worth Presbyterian (6251 
Oakmont Trail) on Friday, October 19 at 7:00 pm. Dallas’s Caroline 
Cobb will be opening. Tickets are $15 and are available 
at www.fortworthpca.org or $18 at the door.    
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Information 

 
To the Parents of Young Children 
Welcome!  We are so glad you are here. We believe the church is for 
all people, even children, and we want Trinity to be a church where 
children are both seen and heard.  So don’t worry if your children 
wiggle in the pews or make a little noise!  We invite you to keep 
your children in our service and help them understand what is going 
on, sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. Children 
learn how to worship by imitating you. We say parts of our worship 
service every week in order to help our non-reading children to par-
ticipate, and we have children’s bulletins available in the back. There 
are also ages, stages, and times when it might not be best for your 
children to be in worship. We have a nursery program that is set up 
to handle children from birth to 4 years old, and a TrinityKids pro-
gram during the sermon for children 4 years old through 2nd grade. 
All nursery volunteers have been through both background checks 
and Ministry Safe training. Parents often check their children out of 
the nursery and/or TrinityKids prior to Communion so that they can 
help lead us in our departing hymn. 

 
The Liturgy  
Our order of worship may be new to you. Every worship service in 
every church has a structure. We want to be intentional about ours as 
it is a real back-and-forth conversation between us and God. He calls 
us to worship, and then we respond and move through the different 
elements of the service.  We have both spontaneous, personal pray-
ers as well as ancient, printed prayers.  Please look over the   service 
beforehand to see what we will hear and say along the way. 
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4pm  
We plan on meeting at 4pm for the foreseeable future. We hope you 
will enjoy a Sunday morning to sleep in, spend time with your non-
church going friends and neighbors or relax with your family and 
friends. 
 

Welcome Notepads 
At some point during service, a welcome pad will be passed down 
your row. We would love for you to fill it out and pass it to the per-
son on your right, so that we will have record of your visit. We prom-
ise we won’t spam you. 
 

Youth Group @ FWPC 
The youth group (grades 7-12) at our sending church meets on     
Sunday evenings at FWPC (6251 Oakmont Trail) at 530pm. All youth 
volunteers have been through both background checks and Ministry 
Safe training. If you’re interested in joining the carpool of Trinity stu-
dents attending, please contact Wade Jewett  
(jewettwade@gmail.com). 
 

Interested in Helping with Music? 
We are always looking to add to our great team of musicians. If 
you’re interested in learning more, please contact Wade Jewett 
(jewettwade@gmail.com). 

 
Online Giving 
If you’d prefer to give online as either a one-time gift or as a recur-
ring gift, you may do so through our website:  
www.trinitypresfw.org/give. Giving is seen only by the Deacon & the 
team in charge of counting the offering for that particular day and by  
our Church Administrator. 
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Church Contact Information 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Brian Davis, Lead Pastor                         brian@trinitypresfw.org 
                                                                  817-789-8501 
Steve Percifield, Assistant Pastor           steve@trinitypresfw.org 
                                                                  806-789-5937 

Elders 
Jerry Bolz                                                 jerry.bolz@worthcre.net 
Mark Denton                                           mark-denton@sbcglobal.net 
Wade Jewett                                           jewettwade@gmail.com 
David Westerfield                                david@davidwesterfield.net 

 
Deacons 
Greg Barker                                             gbark22@hotmail.com 
Mark Evans                              mhev@yahoo.com 
Matt McCarty                                          matt.mccarty@exp-eng-int.com 
Ryan Opgenorth                                     ryanopgenorth2@gmail.com 

 

Deaconesses 
Laura Anderson                                      anderson.laurahope@gmail.com 
Michelle Norris                                       gifford.m4609@gmail.com 
 

Staff 
Blythe Coker, Youth Intern                    blythe.coker@gmail.com 
Jeanette Davis, Children & Nursery     children@trinitypresfw.org   
Courtney Jewett, Administration         admin@trinitypresfw.org 
Wade Jewett, Music                              jewettwade@gmail.com 
Phillip Maxwell, Youth Minister            phillip@fortworthpca.org 
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Trinity Presbyterian Church 
 

Love God. Love People. Love Fort Worth. 
 

Meeting Address: 4736 Bryce Avenue, Fort Worth, TX 76107 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 100754, Fort Worth, TX 76185 

Church Office Address: 3750 S. University, Fort Worth, TX 76109 
Web: www.trinitypresfw.org 

 
 

Trinity exists to embrace, embody, and extend the redemptive message of 
Jesus to the people and places of Fort Worth and beyond. 

 
We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).  


