Trinity Presbyterian Church
Love God. Love People. Love Fort Worth

Words for Reflection
Rest is found not in knowing what's coming next, but in trusting the One
who controls what's coming next.
– Paul Tripp
Craving clarity, we attempt to eliminate the risk of trusting God.
– Brennan Manning
I know that I have myself failed over and over again, that I am a moral
and spiritual weakling. But here also it is true that God's strength is
made perfect in weakness. The Church is not an organization of spiritual
giants. It is broken men and women who can lead others to the Cross...
For what is the work of the ministry if it is not to lead others in following
Jesus on the way to the Cross?
– Lesslie Newbigin
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Order of Worship
The Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost
— October 7, 2018 —

The Call to Worship

God invites and calls us into His presence to worship Him. He enters into our busy lives
to speak to us.

Oh sing to the LORD a new song;
sing to the LORD, all the earth!
Sing to the LORD, bless his name;
tell of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous works among all the peoples!
For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised;
he is to be feared above all gods.
For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols,
but the LORD made the heavens.
—Psalm 96:1-5 ESV

Hymn of Praise | Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing

We sing praises to God and proclaim through song the good news of what He has done
in Jesus’ death and resurrection. Some songs might be initially unfamiliar, but we
believe the rich, true, beautiful words of these hymns will make their way into your heart.

Come Thou Fount of every blessing
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it,
Mount of God's unchanging love.
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Here I raise my Ebenezer;
Hither by Thy help I'm come;
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Interposed His precious blood.
O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I'm constrained to be!
Let that grace now like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here's my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for Thy courts above.
Words: Robert Robinson
Music: Folk Tune
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Opening Prayer & Lord’s Prayer
We ask for God to be present among us and conclude with the prayer that Jesus taught
his disciples to pray.

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Doxology

Doxology means “glory words.” We lift our voices and our hands to give God glory for
who He is and all that He has done.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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Confession of Sin
We fight the temptation to hide our sin and instead acknowledge it openly to God, but
we do so in light of the grace offered in Jesus.

Most Merciful God,
We thank You that You are our fortress, our refuge, and our shield. In
Christ, Your promises to us are steadfast and certain. And yet Lord we
acknowledge how difficult it is to trust You in the face of uncertainty.
We often grasp for control and try to manipulate our circumstances in
an attempt to find safety and certainty apart from You. Forgive us for
failing to rest in Your covenantal love that is seen most clearly in the
death and resurrection of Your Son on our behalf. We believe. Help
our unbelief. Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Forgiveness
God reminds our forgetful hearts of the grace that is ours in Jesus.

Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression for the remnant of his inheritance? He does not retain his anger
forever, because he delights in steadfast love. He will again have
compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities underfoot. You will cast
all our sins into the depths of the sea.
—Micah 7:8-9 ESV
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Hymn of Response | I Asked the Lord
We respond in thanks and praise for God’s redemptive work in Christ.

I asked the Lord that I might grow
In faith and love and every grace;
Might more of His salvation know,
And seek more earnestly His face.
’Twas He who taught me thus to pray,
And He I trust has answered prayer,
But it has been in such a way
As almost drove me to despair.
I hoped that in some favored hour
At once He'd answer my request,
And by His love's constraining power
Subdue my sins and give me rest.
Instead of this He made me feel
The hidden evils of my heart,
And let the angry powers of Hell
Assault my soul in every part.
Yea more with His own hand He seemed
Intent to aggravate my woe;
Crossed all the fair designs I schemed,
Cast out my feelings, laid me low.
Lord why is this, I trembling cried,
Wilt Thou pursue thy worm to death?
"Tis in this way" The Lord replied,
"I answer prayer for grace and faith.”
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"These inward trials I employ
From self and pride to set thee free,
And break thy schemes of earthly joy
That thou mayest seek thy all in me,
That thou mayest seek thy all in me."
Words: John Newton & Laura Taylor; Music: Laura Taylor

Confession of Faith | The Heidelberg Catechism #1

We join the church in history by confessing this basic statement of what Christians believe.

Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death?
A. That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in
death—to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all
my sins with his precious blood, and has set me free from the
tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that
not a hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in
heaven; in fact, all things must work together for my salvation.
Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit, assures me of
eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from
now on to live for him.
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The Sacrament of Baptism
Brynlee Nicole Dillon
Truett Lane Dillon
Wyatt Pence Dillon
Clark David Gilpin
To the Parents (Kim & Levi Dillon and Kathryn & Taylor Gilpin):
1. Do you acknowledge your children’s need of the cleansing blood of
Jesus Christ, and the renewing grace of the Holy Spirit? We do.
2. Do you claim God’s covenant promises in their behalf, and do you
look in faith to the Lord Jesus Christ for their salvation, as you do for
your own? We do.
3. Do you now unreservedly dedicate your children to God, and promise, in humble reliance upon divine grace, that you will endeavor to set
before them a godly example, that you will pray with and for them, that
you will teach them the doctrines of our holy religion, and that you will
strive, by all the means of God’s appointment, to bring them up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord? We do.
To the Congregation:
Pastor: Do you as a congregation undertake the responsibility of
assisting these parents in the Christian nurture of these children?
People: We do.
“For you Jesus came into the world; for you he lived his life; for you he was crucified; for you he was raised from the dead; and for you he is coming again. You
may not know this story now, but we, your church, promise to tell you this story
until you make it your own.”
(based on French Reformed Baptismal Liturgy)
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The Offering
In gratitude, we offer our gifts to God.
Children are now dismissed for TrinityKids (4 years old -2nd Grade). After the sermon,
their teachers will return them to worship where they may come directly to you, or you
may meet them in the back of the sanctuary.

Jesus, the Lord, My Savior Is
Jesus, the Lord, my Savior is,
My Shepherd, and my God;
My light, my strength, my joy, my bliss;
And I His grace record.
Whate’er I need in Jesus dwells,
And there it dwells for me;
’Tis Christ my earthen vessel fills
With treasures rich and free.
Mercy and truth and righteousness,
And peace, most richly meet
In Jesus Christ, the King of grace,
In Whom I stand complete.
As through the wilderness I roam,
His mercies I’ll proclaim;
And when I safely reach my home,
I’ll still adore His name.
“Worthy the Lamb,” shall be my song,
“For He for me was slain;”
And me with all the heavenly throng
Shall join, and say, “Amen.”
Words: William Gadsby; Music: Sandra McCracken
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The Prayers of the People
We lift up our requests to God knowing that He hears us when we pray.

The Reading of the Word

Genesis 12:10-13:4

God speaks to us through His Word.

12:10 Now there was a famine in the land. So Abram went down to
Egypt to sojourn there, for the famine was severe in the land. 11 When
he was about to enter Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, “I know that you
are a woman beautiful in appearance, 12 and when the Egyptians see
you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ Then they will kill me, but they will let
you live. 13 Say you are my sister, that it may go well with me because of
you, and that my life may be spared for your sake.” 14 When Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. 15 And when the princes of Pharaoh saw her, they praised her to
Pharaoh. And the woman was taken into Pharaoh’s house. 16 And for
her sake he dealt well with Abram; and he had sheep, oxen, male donkeys, male servants, female servants, female donkeys, and camels.
17 But the LORD afflicted Pharaoh and his house with great plagues
because of Sarai, Abram’s wife. 18 So Pharaoh called Abram and said,
“What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she
was your wife? 19 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her
for my wife? Now then, here is your wife; take her, and go.” 20 And
Pharaoh gave men orders concerning him, and they sent him away with
his wife and all that he had.
13:1 So Abram went up from Egypt, he and his wife and all that he
had, and Lot with him, into the Negeb.
2 Now Abram was very rich in livestock, in silver, and in gold. 3 And
he journeyed on from the Negeb as far as Bethel to the place where his
tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 4 to the place
where he had made an altar at the first. And there Abram called upon
the name of the LORD.
11

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Preaching of the Word
Pastor Brian Davis

The God of Promise: A Study of Genesis 12-17
“The Difficulty of Faith in the Face of Fear”

Sermon Notes
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The Celebration of Holy Communion
Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal
of baptized Christians. It’s not a meal for good people. It’s a meal for desperate
people who trust in Jesus alone for salvation, who are at peace with God and
with their neighbor, and who seek strength and grace to live more faithfully
with Jesus. You will be invited to come forward. If you are not a Christian, or if
you are not prepared to share in this meal today, we encourage you to use the
prayers printed below and spend this time in reflection or prayer.
Children who have not received their first communion are welcome to come
forward with their families. We invite children who are ready to make a public
profession of faith in Christ to arrange a meeting with the elders, and thus become “communicants” at the Lord’s Table.
*Note about communion wine: The red inner cups in each tray contain nonalcoholic grape juice. The clear outer cups and the common cup contain wine.

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Hallelujah!
Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
Hallelujah!
Therefore, let us keep the feast.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
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Prayers During Communion
A prayer for those searching for truth:
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life. If what you claim is
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are.
Give me the ability to follow you no matter what it might cost me. Give me an
understanding for you that is coherent, convincing, and leads to the life that
you promise. Amen.

A prayer of belief:
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever believed, but
through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank
you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead and
are now representing me at the Father’s right hand in heaven, I turn from my
sins and receive you as my savior. Amen.

A prayer for those struggling against sin:
Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and
desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on
you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me,
looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.

A prayer for covenant children who have not yet made a profession of
faith:
Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
your disciples. Amen.
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Hymns for Communion
We Are Not Overcome
Flesh will fail, bones will break
Thieves will steal, the earth will shake
Night will fall, the light will fade
The Lord will give and take away.
Because of His great love,
We are not overcome
Because of His great love,
We are not overcome
Put no trust in the earth
In the sod you stand upon
Flowers fade into dust,
The Lord will make a place for us.
(Chorus)
Have no fear for your life;
Turn your cheek, turn your cheek
Bear the yoke of love and death;
The Lord will give life and breath.
(Chorus)
Words & Music: Robert Heiskell & Isaac Wardell

15

Help My Unbelief
I know the Lord is nigh,
And would but cannot pray,
For Satan meets me when I try,
And frights my soul away;
And frights my soul away.
I would but can’t repent,
Though I endeavor oft;
This stony heart can ne’er relent
Till Jesus makes it soft;
Till Jesus make it soft.
Help my unbelief. Help my unbelief.
Help my unbelief.
My help must come from Thee.
I would but cannot love,
Though wooed by love divine;
No arguments have power to move
A soul as base as mine;
A soul so base as mine.
I would but cannot rest,
In God’s most holy will;
I know what He appoints is best,
And murmur at it still;
I murmur at it still.
(Chorus 2x)
Words: John Newton; Music: Clint Wells

Life at Trinity
16

Departing Hymn | And Can It Be?
We respond in faith and song.
*Children are invited to come to the front to lead & sing. Parents are also
welcome.

And can it be that I should gain
An interest in the Savior's blood?
Died He for me who caused His pain!
For me who Him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be
That thou, my God, should die for me?
Amazing love! How can it be
That Thou, my God, should die for me!
Amazing love! How can it be
That Thou, my God, should die for me!
He left His Father's throne above,
So free, so infinite His grace!
Emptied Himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam's helpless race.
'Tis mercy all, immense and free,
For O my God, it found out me!
(Chorus)
Long my imprisoned spirit lay,
Fast bound in sin and nature's night;
Thine eye diffused a quickening ray;
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;
My chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.
(Chorus)
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No condemnation now I dread;
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine;
Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold I approach the eternal throne,
And claim the crown, through Christ my own.
(Chorus)
Words: Charles Wesley
Music: Scott Roley

The Benediction
God sends us out with his blessing. A benediction is not a prayer. We don’t bow our
heads. We lift them up and even lift up our hands to receive his blessing as we are sent
out as participants in His mission to Fort Worth.

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only
God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
—Jude 24-25 ESV

The Sending
The people of God are sent into the world to love God, love people, and love Fort
Worth.

Pastor: Let us go forth to serve Fort Worth and the world as those who
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
People: Thanks be to God!
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Announcements
Women’s Fall Bible Study
Our women’s Fall Bible Study has begun! The study details are: Friday
mornings 930-11, Sept 7-Nov 30 with childcare at Connell, and
Wednesday evenings 7-830, Sept 5-Dec 5 at Emily Pybus’s home (4241
Selkirk Drive West). If you have any questions, contact Kitty
(kawooten@sbcglobal.net).

The Five Six
All 5th & 6th grade students are invited to join us for the Five Six on 2nd
(coinciding with Second Sundays) & 4th Sundays for snacks, teaching,
singing, and games immediately following worship until 630pm.
Questions? Contact Wade (jewettwade@gmail.com) or David
(david@davidwesterfield.net).

Men’s Fall Study
Our Men’s Study meets on Wednesdays from 630-730am at La
Madeleine (4626 SW Loop 820). We are reading and discussing The
True Story of the Whole World. Books are available at the book table in
the foyer ($16). Questions? Contact Steve (steve@trinitypresfw.org).

Second Sundays
Second Sundays is next Sunday, Oct 14 directly after worship with
30 minute Christian Ed classes for children through 4th grade. Nursery
will be provided for children through 3 yo. During this time adults can
enjoy refreshments and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall.

Sandra McCracken Concert
Sandra McCracken will be in concert at Fort Worth Presbyterian (6251
Oakmont Trail) on Friday, October 19 at 7pm. Dallas’s Caroline Cobb
will be opening. Tickets are $15 and are available
at www.fortworthpca.org or $18 at the door.
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Connell Landscaping Help
If you are interested in helping beautify the Connell Baptist site,
Trinity has the opportunity to plan and implement landscaping
improvements around the site on Saturday, Oct 20. If you have a
green thumb and would be interested in this opportunity, please
contact Matt McCarty (matt.mccarty@exp-eng-int.com).

Trinity Community Groups
Community groups are essential to our life at Trinity. If you would
like to join one, contact Steve Percifield (steve@trinitypresfw.org).

Sound Tear Down
We are in need of help tearing down the sound equipment after
worship. There is no experience needed. If you are able to join the
rotation (it would be much appreciated) please contact Andrew Reed
(aar831@gmail.com).
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Information
To the Parents of Young Children
Welcome! We are so glad you are here. We believe the church is for
all people, even children, and we want Trinity to be a church where
children are both seen and heard. So don’t worry if your children
wiggle in the pews or make a little noise! We invite you to keep
your children in our service and help them understand what is going
on, sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. Children
learn how to worship by imitating you. We say parts of our worship
service every week in order to help our non-reading children to participate, and we have children’s bulletins available in the back. There
are also ages, stages, and times when it might not be best for your
children to be in worship. We have a nursery program that is set up
to handle children from birth to 4 years old, and a TrinityKids program during the sermon for children 4 years old through 2nd grade.
All nursery volunteers have been through both background checks
and Ministry Safe training. Parents often check their children out of
the nursery and/or TrinityKids prior to Communion so that they can
help lead us in our departing hymn.

The Liturgy
Our order of worship may be new to you. Every worship service in
every church has a structure. We want to be intentional about ours as
it is a real back-and-forth conversation between us and God. He calls
us to worship, and then we respond and move through the different
elements of the service. We have both spontaneous, personal prayers as well as ancient, printed prayers. Please look over the service
beforehand to see what we will hear and say along the way.

21

4pm
We plan on meeting at 4pm for the foreseeable future. We hope you
will enjoy a Sunday morning to sleep in, spend time with your nonchurch going friends and neighbors or relax with your family and
friends.

Welcome Notepads
At some point during service, a welcome pad will be passed down
your row. We would love for you to fill it out and pass it to the person on your right, so that we will have record of your visit. We promise we won’t spam you.

Youth Group @ FWPC
The youth group (grades 7-12) at our sending church meets on
Sunday evenings at FWPC (6251 Oakmont Trail) at 530pm. All youth
volunteers have been through both background checks and Ministry
Safe training. If you’re interested in joining the carpool of Trinity students attending, please contact Wade Jewett
(jewettwade@gmail.com).

Interested in Helping with Music?
We are always looking to add to our great team of musicians. If
you’re interested in learning more, please contact Wade Jewett
(jewettwade@gmail.com).

Online Giving
If you’d prefer to give online as either a one-time gift or as a recurring gift, you may do so through our website:
www.trinitypresfw.org/give. Giving is seen only by the Deacon & the
team in charge of counting the offering for that particular day and by
our Church Administrator.
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Church Contact Information
Pastoral Staff
Brian Davis, Lead Pastor

brian@trinitypresfw.org
817-789-8501
steve@trinitypresfw.org
806-789-5937

Steve Percifield, Assistant Pastor

Elders

Jerry Bolz
Mark Denton
Wade Jewett
David Westerfield

jerry.bolz@worthcre.net
mark-denton@sbcglobal.net
jewettwade@gmail.com
david@davidwesterfield.net

Deacons
Greg Barker
Mark Evans
Matt McCarty
Ryan Opgenorth

gbark22@hotmail.com
mhev@yahoo.com
matt.mccarty@exp-eng-int.com
ryanopgenorth2@gmail.com

Deaconesses
Laura Anderson
Michelle Norris

anderson.laurahope@gmail.com
gifford.m4609@gmail.com

Staff
Blythe Coker, Youth Intern
Jeanette Davis, Children & Nursery
Courtney Jewett, Administration
Wade Jewett, Music
Phillip Maxwell, Youth Minister

blythe.coker@gmail.com
children@trinitypresfw.org
admin@trinitypresfw.org
jewettwade@gmail.com
phillip@fortworthpca.org

Deacon of the Day
Greg Barker
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Trinity Presbyterian Church
Love God. Love People. Love Fort Worth.
Meeting Address: 4736 Bryce Avenue, Fort Worth, TX 76107
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 100754, Fort Worth, TX 76185
Church Office Address: 3750 S. University, Fort Worth, TX 76109
Web: www.trinitypresfw.org

Trinity exists to embrace, embody, and extend the redemptive message of Jesus to the people and places of Fort Worth and beyond.

We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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