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Words for Reflection 
 
In a very deep sense, the entire Christian life in this world is lived in Ad-
vent, between the first and second comings of the Lord, in the midst of 
the tension between things the way they are and things the way they 
ought to be. 

- Fleming Rutledge 
 

Advent isn’t a holiday party. It doesn’t pressure us to conjure up a 
hopeful face, ring bells, and dismiss the foulest realities we face. Advent 
isn’t about our best world, it’s about our worst world. I think we eat the 
chocolate and put on the pageants because we don’t want to face the 
worst. 

– Christena Cleveland 
   
Certainly there was an Eden on this very unhappy earth. We all long for 
it, and we are constantly glimpsing it: our whole nature at its best and 
least corrupted, its gentlest and most humane, is still soaked with the 
sense of ‘exile.’ 

– J. R. R. Tolkien 
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Order of Worship 
The Second Sunday of Advent 

— December 9, 2018 — 

 

Prelude 
Joy to those who long to see thee,  
Dayspring from on high, appear;  

come, thou promised Rod of Jesse,   
of thy birth we long to hear!  

O’er the hills the angels singing news,  
glad tidings of a birth:  

“Go to him, your praises bringing;  
Christ the Lord has come to earth.” 

 
Words: Mark Hunt; Music: Rowland Prichard 

 

Advent Reading & Candle Lighting 
Reader: We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. 
Advent means coming. We are preparing for the full coming of God’s 
kingdom: 
 
He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for 
many peoples; and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and 
their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war anymore. 

—Isaiah 2:4 ESV 
 
Reader: Come, Lord Jesus, our light and our salvation.  
People: Let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
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The Call to Worship  
God invites and calls us into His presence to worship Him. He enters into our busy lives 
to speak to us.  
 

Come, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; 
     and he who has no money, come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
     without money and without price. 
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 
     and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 
     and delight yourselves in rich food. 
—Isaiah 55:1-2 ESV 
 

 
Hymn of Praise | Come Ye Sinners 
We sing praises to God and proclaim through song the good news of what He has done 
in Jesus’ death and resurrection.  Some songs might be initially unfamiliar, but we      
believe the rich, true, beautiful words of these hymns will make their way into your heart. 
 

 

Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched, 
Weak and wounded, sick and sore; 
Jesus, ready, stands to save you, 
Full of pity, joined with power. 
He is able, He is able; 
He is willing; doubt no more. 
 
Come ye needy, come, and welcome, 
God's free bounty glorify; 
True belief and true repentance, 
Every grace that brings you nigh. 
Without money, without money 
Come to Jesus Christ and buy. 
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Come, ye weary, heavy laden, 
Bruised and broken by the fall; 
If you tarry 'til you're better, 
You will never come at all. 
Not the righteous, not the righteous; 
Sinners Jesus came to call. 
 
Let not conscience make you linger, 
Nor of fitness fondly dream; 
All the fitness He requires 
Is to feel your need of Him. 
This He gives you, this He gives you, 
'Tis the Spirit's rising beam. 
 
Lo! The Incarnate God, ascended; 
Pleads the merit of His blood. 
Venture on Him; venture wholly, 
Let no other trust intrude. 
None but Jesus, none but Jesus 
Can do helpless sinners good. 
 
Words: Joseph Hart; Music: Matthew Smith 
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Opening Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
We ask for God to be present among us and conclude with the prayer that Jesus taught 
his disciples to pray. 
 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy 
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen. 

 
Doxology                    
Doxology means “glory words.” We lift our voices and our hands to give God glory for 
who He is and all that He has done. 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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Confession of Sin  
We fight the temptation to hide our sin and instead acknowledge it openly to God, but 
we do so in light of the grace offered in Jesus. 
 
Our Father in Heaven, 
We confess that we long for joy and gladness but that we are 
frequently overcome by our sin and disgrace. We acknowledge our 
tendency to look elsewhere for the joy and gladness that only You can 
provide. Lord, have mercy on us. Forgive us and enable us by Your 
Holy Spirit to find true life and salvation in our Coming King. Amen. 
 
Silent Confession 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness   
God reminds our forgetful hearts of the grace that is ours in Jesus. 
 

The LORD your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he 
will rejoice over you with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will 
exult over you with loud singing. 

—Zephaniah 3:17 ESV 
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Hymn of Response | O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
We respond in thanks and praise for God’s redemptive work in Christ. 
 
  

O come, O come Emmanuel  
And ransom captive Israel 
That mourns in lonely exile here,  
Until the Son of God appears. 
 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel 
 
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell Thy people save, 
And give them victory over the grave. (Chorus) 
 
O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. (Chorus) 
 
O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. (Chorus) 
 
Words: Latin Hymn; Music: Thomas Helmore;  
Arr: Sufjan Stevens 
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Confession of Faith | The Apostles’ Creed 

We join the church in history by confessing this basic statement of what Christians be-
lieve. 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 Was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell.*  
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic** church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*While Jesus didn’t literally descend to hell, he did endure the torment of hell on 
the cross and remained under the power of death until his resurrection. 

 

**universal 
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The Offering      

In gratitude, we offer our gifts to God. 
 

Children are now dismissed for TrinityKids (4 years old -2nd Grade).  After the sermon, 
their teachers will return them to worship where they may come directly to you, or you 

may meet them in the back of the sanctuary. 
 

Deliver Us 
Our enemy, our captor is no pharaoh on the Nile 

Our toil is neither mud nor brick nor sand 
Our ankles bear no calluses from chains, yet Lord, we're bound 

Imprisoned here, we dwell in our own land 
 

Deliver us, deliver us 
Oh Yahweh, hear our cry 

And gather us beneath your wings tonight 
 

Our sins they are more numerous than all the lambs we slay 
These shackles they were made with our own hands 

Our toil is our atonement and our freedom yours to give 
So Yahweh, break your silence if you can 

 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem 

How often I have longed 
To gather you beneath my gentle wings 

 
Words & Music: Andrew Peterson 

 

 
The Prayers of the People 

We lift up our requests to God knowing that He hears us when we pray and conclude 
with an Advent prayer that focuses on Jesus’ coming. 

 
Merciful God, who sent Your messengers the prophets to preach  
repentance and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to 
heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy 
the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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The Reading of the Word                  Luke 2:22-35 
God speaks to us through His Word. 
 
 22 And when the time came for their purification according to the Law 
of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the 
Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first 
opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to offer a sac-
rifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtle-
doves, or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, 
whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, wait-
ing for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon 
him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And he 
came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the 
child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28 he 
took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,  
29 “Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 
according to your word; 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation 31  
that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 32  
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Isra-
el.” 
    33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about 
him. 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Be-
hold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and 
for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will pierce through your own 
soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 
 
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  
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The Preaching of the Word    
Pastor Brian Davis 

 

Come Thou Long Expected Jesus 
“Joy to Those Who Long to See Thee” 

 
Sermon Notes 

          
         
         
         
         
         
          
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
         
           



 

13 

The Celebration of Holy Communion 
Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal 
of baptized Christians. It’s not a meal for good people. It’s a meal for desperate 
people who trust in Jesus alone for salvation, who are at peace with God and 
with their neighbor, and who seek strength and grace to live more faithfully 
with Jesus. You will be invited to come forward. If you are not a Christian, or if 
you are not prepared to share in this meal today, we encourage you to use the 
prayers printed below and spend this time in reflection or prayer.  
 
Children who have not received their first communion are welcome to come 
forward with their families. We invite children who are ready to make a public 
profession of faith in Christ to arrange a meeting with the elders, and thus be-
come “communicants” at the Lord’s Table. 
 
*Note about communion wine: The red inner cups in each tray contain non-
alcoholic grape juice. The clear outer cups and the common cup contain wine.  
 
Pastor:    The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you.  
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts! 
People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution  
 
Pastor:  Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:  
People:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
  Hallelujah! 
Pastor:  Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.  
  Hallelujah! 
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
Pastor:  The gifts of God for the people of God.  
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Prayers During Communion 

 
A prayer for those searching for truth:   
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life.  If what you claim is 
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are.  
Give me the ability to follow you no matter what it might cost me.  Give me an 
understanding for you that is coherent, convincing, and leads to the life that 
you promise.  Amen. 

 
A prayer of belief:   
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever believed, but 
through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope.  I thank 
you for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering for-
giveness and new life.  Knowing that you have been raised from the dead and 
are now representing me at the Father’s right hand in heaven, I turn from my 
sins and receive you as my savior.  Amen. 
 
A prayer for those struggling against sin:   
Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and 
desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on 
you, the true and living bread.  Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so 
closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me, 
looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith.  Amen. 
 
A prayer for covenant children who have not yet made a profession of 
faith:   
Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian 
family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel.  Help me to 
grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on 
the cross.  Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in 
you alone for my salvation.  Teach me what it means to follow you as one of 
your disciples.  Amen. 
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Hymns for Communion  
 

How Long? 
 How long? Will You turn Your face away? 
How long? Do You hear us when we pray? 

On and on, still we walk this pilgrim way - How long? 
 

How long 'til Your children find their rest? 
How long 'til You draw them to Your breast? 

We go on holding to Your promises - How long? 
 

’Til You wipe away the tears from ev'ry eye 
'Til we see our home descending from the sky 
Do we wait in vain? Jesus, give us hope again! 

 
How long 'til Your word will still the storm? 
How long 'til You bare Your mighty arm? 

How we groan 'til You snatch us from the thorns - How long? 
(Chorus) 

 
How long? Sweet the dawn that ends the race. 

How long? Weak our hearts but strong our legs. 
Looking on - great that cloud of witnesses! How long? 

(Chorus) 
 

Words & Music: Isaac Wardell 
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I Shall Not Want 
From the love of my own comfort 
From the fear of having nothing 
From a life of worldly passions 

Deliver me, O God 
 

From the need to be understood 
From the need to be accepted 
From the fear of being lonely 

Deliver me, O God 
Deliver me, O God 

 
And I shall not want, I shall not want 

When I taste Your goodness, I shall not want 
When I taste Your goodness, I shall not want 

 
From the fear of serving others 
From the fear of death or trial 

From the fear of humility 
Deliver me, O God 
Deliver me, O God 

 
And I shall not want, I shall not want 

When I taste Your goodness, I shall not want (repeat) 
 

Words & Music: Audrey Assad 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Life at Trinity  
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Departing Hymn | Lift Up Your Heads Ye Mighty Gates 
We respond in faith and song. 
*Children are invited to come to the front to lead & sing. Parents are also         
welcome. 
 

Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates; 
Behold, the King of glory waits; 
The King of kings is drawing near; 
The Savior of the world is here! 
 
A helper just he comes to thee, 
His chariot is humility, 
His kingly crown is holiness, 
His scepter, pity in distress. 
 
Redeemer, come, I open wide; 
My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide! 
Let me thy inner presence feel; 
Thy grace and love in me reveal. 
 
So come, my Sovereign, enter in! 
Let new and nobler life begin! 
Thy Holy Spirit, guide us on, 
Until the glorious crown be won. 
 
Words: Based on Psalm 24; Georg Weissel 
Music: Arr. by Jacob Tilton 
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The Benediction   
God sends us out with his blessing. A benediction is not a prayer. We don’t bow our 
heads. We lift them up and even lift up our hands to receive his blessing as we are sent 
out as participants in His mission to Fort Worth.  
 
Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may  
your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 

—1 Thessalonians 4:23-24 ESV 
 
The Sending     
The people of God are sent into the world to love God, love people, and love Fort 
Worth. 
 
Pastor: Let us go forth to serve Fort Worth and the world as those who 
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  
People: Thanks be to God! 
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Announcements 
 

Trinity Christmas Party 
Our 4th Annual Trinity Christmas Party for all adults (sorry kids!) is 
scheduled for Thursday, Dec 13 at 730pm at the home of Mary 
Bates (3760 Country Club Circle), and we’d love for you to invite your 
friends and neighbors who might like to meet some other folks from 
Trinity! 
 
Children’s Christmas Party 
For Second Sundays plan to join us immediately following worship 
TODAY until 7pm for our Children’s Christmas Party! The Five Six will 
have their own Christmas festivities during this time.   
  

Advent Morning Prayer 
During the Thursdays of Advent we will meet at 645am in the chapel 
of Connell to pray together as a church. We will conclude by 715am. All 
are welcome. 
 

John Cox Parenting Seminar 
Join us Jan 11-12 at Connell for a parenting seminar with Dr. 
John Cox entitled “Heads Up Parenting: Learning to Parent Without 
Fear” The Friday night session will be from 630pm - 830pm. The 
Saturday session will be 9am - 12pm. Nursery is available on Saturday 
only by reservation. Register online at www.trinitypresfw.org. Cost is 
$100/couple; $50/individual but scholarships are available. Contact 
Patsy Butler (pjbutler@sbcglobal.net) with questions. 
 

Christmas Tea and Open House 
Ladies & girls of all ages and stages are invited to a Christmas tea Sun-
day, Dec 16 at the home of Mary Bates (3760 Country Club Circle) 
from 130-330pm. 
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Trinity Christmas Eve Service 
Join us at 3pm on Dec 24 for our family- & kid-friendly Trinity 
Christmas Eve Service! While there will be no nursery available, the 
entire service will involve children. Please invite your friends and 
neighbors! 
  
Plan Ahead for Women’s Spring Bible Study 
This spring our women will be studying “1 Peter: A Living Hope in 
Christ” beginning January 18 with a Friday morning 930-11am study 
with childcare at Connell and Wednesday evenings 7-930pm in Emily 
Pybus’s home beginning January 23. Please mark your calendars, invite 
friends, and register and pay $20 online through January 13. Questions? 
Contact admin@trinitypresfw.org.  
 
Budget Update through October 
Our fiscal year runs June – May. Here’s where we are through Oct: 
  

Total Income              Actual Expenses        Net Income 
         $321,927.34                $266,884.19                $55,043.15 
  
As a reminder, your faithful giving sustains not only our church but also 
supports other churches and ministries such as the Southwest Church 
Planting Network. If you’d like a YTD statement, please contact  
Courtney (admin@trinitypresfw.org). 
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Information 

 
To the Parents of Young Children 
Welcome!  We are so glad you are here. We believe the church is for 
all people, even children, and we want Trinity to be a church where 
children are both seen and heard.  So don’t worry if your children 
wiggle in the pews or make a little noise!  We invite you to keep 
your children in our service and help them understand what is going 
on, sing the songs with you, and participate in worship. Children 
learn how to worship by imitating you. We say parts of our worship 
service every week in order to help our non-reading children to par-
ticipate, and we have children’s bulletins available in the back. There 
are also ages, stages, and times when it might not be best for your 
children to be in worship. We have a nursery program that is set up 
to handle children from birth to 4 years old, and a TrinityKids pro-
gram during the sermon for children 4 years old through 2nd grade. 
All nursery volunteers have been through both background checks 
and Ministry Safe training. Parents often check their children out of 
the nursery and/or TrinityKids prior to Communion so that they can 
help lead us in our departing hymn. 

 
The Liturgy  
Our order of worship may be new to you. Every worship service in 
every church has a structure. We want to be intentional about ours as 
it is a real back-and-forth conversation between us and God. He calls 
us to worship, and then we respond and move through the different 
elements of the service.  We have both spontaneous, personal pray-
ers as well as ancient, printed prayers. Please look over the service 
beforehand to see what we will hear and say along the way. 

 
 
 



 

22 

4pm  
We plan on meeting at 4pm for the foreseeable future. We hope you 
will enjoy a Sunday morning to sleep in, spend time with your non-
church going friends and neighbors or relax with your family and 
friends. 
 

Welcome Notepads 
At some point during service, a welcome pad will be passed down 
your row. We would love for you to fill it out and pass it to the per-
son on your right, so that we will have record of your visit. We prom-
ise we won’t spam you. 
 

Youth Group @ FWPC 
The youth group (grades 7-12) at our sending church meets on     
Sunday evenings at FWPC (6251 Oakmont Trail) at 530pm. All youth 
volunteers have been through both background checks and Ministry 
Safe training. If you’re interested in joining the carpool of Trinity stu-
dents attending, please contact Wade Jewett  
(jewettwade@gmail.com). 
 

Interested in Helping with Music? 
We are always looking to add to our great team of musicians. If 
you’re interested in learning more, please contact Wade Jewett 
(jewettwade@gmail.com). 

 
Online Giving 
If you’d prefer to give online as either a one-time gift or as a recur-
ring gift, you may do so through our website:  
www.trinitypresfw.org/give. Giving is seen only by the Deacon & the 
team in charge of counting the offering for that particular day and by  
our Church Administrator.
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Church Contact Information 
 

Pastoral Staff 
Brian Davis, Lead Pastor                         brian@trinitypresfw.org 
                                                                  817-789-8501 
Steve Percifield, Assistant Pastor           steve@trinitypresfw.org 
                                                                  806-789-5937 

Elders 
Jerry Bolz*                                               jerry.bolz@worthcre.net 
Mark Denton                                           mark-denton@sbcglobal.net 
Wade Jewett                                           jewettwade@gmail.com 
David Westerfield                                david@davidwesterfield.net 

 
Deacons 
Greg Barker                                             gbark22@hotmail.com 
Mark Evans                              mhev@yahoo.com 
Matt McCarty                                          matt.mccarty@exp-eng-int.com 
Ryan Opgenorth                                     ryanopgenorth2@gmail.com 
 

Deaconesses 
Laura Anderson                                      anderson.laurahope@gmail.com 
Michelle Norris                                       gifford.m4609@gmail.com 
 

Staff 
Blythe Coker, Youth Intern                    blythe.coker@gmail.com 
Jeanette Davis, Children & Nursery     children@trinitypresfw.org   
Courtney Jewett, Administration         admin@trinitypresfw.org 
Wade Jewett, Music                              jewettwade@gmail.com 
Phillip Maxwell, Youth Minister            phillip@fortworthpca.org 
  
Deacon of the Day 
Ryan Opgenorth 

*On sabbatical           
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Trinity Presbyterian Church 

 
Love God. Love People. Love Fort Worth. 

 
Meeting Address: 4736 Bryce Avenue, Fort Worth, TX 76107 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 100754, Fort Worth, TX 76185 
Church Office Address: 3750 S. University, Fort Worth, TX 76109 

Web: www.trinitypresfw.org 
 
 

Trinity exists to embrace, embody, and extend the redemptive message of 
Jesus to the people and places of Fort Worth and beyond. 

 
 

We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).  


