Trinity Presbyterian Church
Love God. Love People. Love Fort Worth.

Words for Reflection
Look up, you whose eyes are heavy with tears and who are heavy and
who are crying over the fact that the earth has gracelessly torn us away.
Look up, you who, burdened with guilt, cannot lift your eyes. Look up,
your redemption is drawing near. Something different from what you
see daily will happen. Just be aware, be watchful, wait just another short
moment. Wait and something quite new will break over you: God will
come.
- Dietrich Bonhoeffer
There is a kind of Christianity that looks like a wedding feast.
- Brian Zahnd
For all its greatness (trust me—I am the last man on earth to sell it short),
the created order cries out for further greatness still. The most splendid
dinner, the most exquisite food, the most gratifying company, arouse
more appetites than they satisfy. They do not slake man’s thirst for
being; they whet it beyond all bounds. Dogs eat to give their bodies
rest; man dines and sets his heart in motion. All tastes fade, of course,
but not the taste for greatness they inspire; each love escapes us, but
not the longing it provokes for a better convivium, a higher session. We
embrace the world in all its glorious solidity, yet it struggles in our very
arms, declares itself a pilgrim world, and, through the lattices and
windows of its nature, discloses cities more desirable still.
– Robert Farrar Capon
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Order of Worship
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
— December 22, 2019 —

Prelude
O Savior, Child of Mary, who felt our human woe,
O Savior, King of glory, who dost our weakness know;
Bring us at length we pray, to the bright courts of Heaven,
And to that endless day!
Words: 15th Century German, Trans: Theodore Baker
Music: Michael Praetorious, 1609

Advent Reading & Candle Lighting

Reader: We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ.
Advent means coming. We are preparing for the full coming of God’s
kingdom:
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast
of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of
aged wine well refined. And he will swallow up on this mountain the
covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all
nations. He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe
away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take
away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on
that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he
might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let us be
glad and rejoice in his salvation.”
—Isaiah 25:6-9 ESV
Reader: Come, Lord Jesus, our light and our salvation.
People: Let us walk in the light of the Lord.
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The Call to Worship
God invites and calls us into His presence to worship Him. He enters into our busy lives
to speak to us.

Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures
and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice,
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth
and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!”
And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the
earth and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and
honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
—Revelation 5:11-13 ESV

Hymn of Praise | Come and Welcome
We sing praises to God and proclaim through song the good news of what He has done
in Jesus’ death and resurrection. Some songs might be initially unfamiliar, but we
believe the rich, true, beautiful words of these hymns will make their way into your heart.

From the cross uplifted high
Where the Savior deigns to die,
What melodious sounds I hear,
Bursting on my ravished ear;
Love’s redeeming work is done,
Come and welcome, sinner, come.
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Sprinkled now with blood the throne
Why beneath thy burdens groan,
On my pierced body laid,
Justice owns the ransom paid;
Bow the knee and kiss the Son,
Come and welcome, sinner, come.
Spread for thee the festal board
See with richest dainties stored,
To thy Father’s bosom pressed,
Yet again a child confessed;
Never from His house to roam,
Come and welcome, sinner, come.
Soon the days of life shall end
Lo, I come, your Savior, Friend,
Safe your spirit to convey,
To the realms of endless day;
Up to my eternal home,
Come and welcome, sinner, come.
Come and welcome, sinner, come.
Words: Thomas Haweis; Music: Matthew Perryman Jones
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Opening Prayer & Lord’s Prayer
We ask for God to be present among us and conclude with the prayer that Jesus taught
his disciples to pray.

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy
Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Doxology
Doxology means “glory words.” We lift our voices and our hands to give God glory for
who He is and all that He has done.

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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Confession of Sin
We fight the temptation to hide our sin and instead acknowledge it openly to God, but
we do so in light of the grace offered in Jesus.

Most Merciful God,
We praise You that in Your grace, You have invited us to the great
marriage supper of the Lamb, and we thank You that Your Son, the
True Lamb of God, has done everything necessary to make that
possible. Yet we confess that we have often made excuses and failed
to respond to Your gracious invitation. Instead, we have sought to be
filled at lesser banquets. Have mercy upon us according to Your
steadfast love in Christ and draw our wandering hearts to You once
again. Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Forgiveness
God reminds our forgetful hearts of the grace that is ours in Jesus.

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the living
bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will
live forever. And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my
flesh.
—John 6:48, 51 ESV
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Hymn of Response | What Child Is This?
We respond in thanks and praise for God’s redemptive work in Christ.

What Child is this who, laid to rest,
On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:
Haste, haste, to bring him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.
Why lies he in such mean estate,
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear shall pierce Him through;
The cross be borne for me, for you.
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The babe, the son of Mary.
So bring him incense, gold and myrrh;
Come peasant, king to own him;
The King of kings salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby:
Joy, joy for Christ is born,
The babe, the son of Mary.
Words & Music: Traditional English Carol
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Confession of Faith | The Apostles’ Creed
We join the church in history by confessing this basic statement of what Christians believe.

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.*
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*While Jesus didn’t literally descend to hell, he did endure the torment of hell on
the cross and remained under the power of death until his resurrection.
**universal

9

The Offering
In gratitude, we offer our gifts to God.
Children are now dismissed for TrinityKids (4 years old -2nd Grade). After the sermon,
their teachers will return them to worship where they may come directly to you, or you
may meet them in the back of the sanctuary.

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
Come Thou long-expected Jesus
Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us,
Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel's strength and consolation,
Hope of all the saints Thou art;
Dear desire of every nation,
Joy of every longing heart.
Born Thy people to deliver,
Born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever,
Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all sufficient merit,
Raise us to Thy glorious throne.
Words: Charles Wesley
Music: Sandra McCracken, Derek Webb
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The Prayers of the People
We lift up our requests to God knowing that He hears us when we pray and conclude
with an Advent prayer that focuses on Jesus’ coming.

Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by Your daily visitation, that
Your Son Jesus Christ, at his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Reading of the Word

Revelation 19:6-10

God speaks to us through His Word.

19:6 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like
the roar of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder,
crying out, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. 7 Let
us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb
has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; 8 it was granted her to
clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”—for the fine linen is the
righteous deeds of the saints.
9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These
are the true words of God.” 10 Then I fell down at his feet to worship
him, but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a fellow servant
with you and your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship
God.” For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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The Preaching of the Word
Pastor Brian Davis

Behold the Lamb of God
“The Marriage Supper of the Lamb”

Sermon Notes
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The Celebration of Holy Communion
Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal
of baptized Christians. It’s not a meal for good people. It’s a meal for desperate
people who trust in Jesus alone for salvation, who are at peace with God and
with their neighbor, and who seek strength and grace to live more faithfully
with Jesus. You will be invited to come forward. If you are not a Christian, or if
you are not prepared to share in this meal today, we encourage you to use the
prayers printed below and spend this time in reflection or prayer.
Children who have not received their first communion are welcome to come
forward with their families. We invite children who are ready to make a public
profession of faith in Christ to arrange a meeting with the elders, and thus become “communicants” at the Lord’s Table.
*Note about communion wine: The red inner cups in each tray contain nonalcoholic grape juice. The clear outer cups and the common cup contain wine.

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Hallelujah!
Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us.
Hallelujah!
Therefore, let us keep the feast.
The gifts of God for the people of God.
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Prayers During Communion
A prayer for those searching for truth:
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the way, the truth and the life. If what you claim is
true, please guide me, teach me, and open to me the reality of who you are.
Give me the ability to follow you no matter what it might cost me. Give me an
understanding for you that is coherent, convincing, and leads to the life that
you promise. Amen.

A prayer of belief:
Lord Jesus, I admit that I am weaker and more sinful than I ever believed, but
through you, I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you
for paying my debt, bearing my punishment on the cross and offering
forgiveness and new life. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead
and are now representing me at the Father’s right hand in heaven, I turn from
my sins and receive you as my savior. Amen.

A prayer for those struggling against sin:
Lord Jesus, give me the ability to see in you the fulfillment of all my needs and
desires, and help me to turn from every false source of satisfaction to feed on
you, the true and living bread. Enable me to lay aside the sin that clings so
closely to me, and run with perseverance the race that you have set before me,
looking only to you, the author and perfecter of my faith. Amen.

A prayer for covenant children who have not yet made a profession of
faith:
Lord Jesus, thank you for giving me the opportunity to grow up in a Christian
family where I am surrounded by the good news of the gospel. Help me to
grow in my understanding of who you are and what you have done for me on
the cross. Help me learn what it means for me to turn from my sins and trust in
you alone for my salvation. Teach me what it means to follow you as one of
your disciples. Amen.
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Hymns for Communion
Come to the Feast
Go to the highways and hedges, go to the farthest of fields
Go and compel the sick and the well
For our Father’s house will be filled
Go to the streets of the city, bring in the crippled and blind
All who would taste this banquet of grace
Must come and waste no more time
Come to the feast, come to the table
The great and the least, the rich and the poor
Come to the feast, come to the table
Come and hunger no more
In the robe of the lamb you’ll be covered
Dressed in his pure righteousness
For all of your guilt, his blood it was spilt
So come by your Father be blessed
(Chorus 2x)
Words and Music: Jeff Lawson
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We Will Feast in the House of Zion
We will feast in the house of Zion.
We will sing with our hearts restored.
“He has done great things,” we will say together.
We will feast and weep no more.
We will not be burned by the fire,
He is the Lord our God.
We are not consumed by the flood
Upheld, protected, gathered up. (Chorus)
In the dark of night before the dawn,
My soul be not afraid.
For the promised morning, o how long?
O God of Jacob be my strength. (Chorus)
Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed
You are the faithful one.
And from the garden to the grave
Bind us together bring shalom. (Chorus)
Words & Music: Sandra McCracken and Joshua Moore

Life at Trinity
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Departing Hymn | Joy to the World
We respond in faith and song.
*Children are invited to come to the front to lead & sing. Parents are also
welcome.

Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n, and nature sing.
Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.
No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as, the curse is found.
He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders, of His love.
Words: Isaac Watts; Music: George F. Handel
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The Benediction
God sends us out with his blessing. A benediction is not a prayer. We don’t bow our
heads. We lift them up and even lift up our hands to receive his blessing as we are sent
out as participants in His mission to Fort Worth.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that
by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
—Romans 15:13 ESV

The Sending

The people of God are sent into the world to love God, love people, and love Fort
Worth.

Pastor: Let us go forth to serve Fort Worth and the world as those who
love our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
People: Thanks be to God!
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Announcements
Trinity Christmas Eve Service
Join us at 3pm on Dec 24 for our family- & kid-friendly Trinity
Christmas Eve Service. While there will be no nursery available, the
entire service will involve children. Please invite your friends and
neighbors!

Morning Prayer
There will be no morning prayer the next two Thursdays (12/26 and
1/2) due to the holidays.

No TrinityKids 12/29
We will not have TrinityKids next Sunday, Dec 29 but we will have pew
activities you can grab on the way in!

Women’s Spring Bible Study
Ladies, our Bible Study in Luke resumes in January! Our spring
semester will begin January 17 for our Friday morning study from
9:15-11am with childcare at Connell. Our Wednesday evening study
will resume January 22 from 7-9:30pm with a new location at the home
of Becky Burt (6412 Curzon Fort Worth). Please mark your calendars,
invite friends, and if you are new to the Bible Study for the spring,
please register and pay $20 online by January 10th. We would love to
have you join us! Contact Courtney (admin@trinitypresfw.org) with
questions.
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Women’s Ministry Town Hall Meeting
Ladies! Save the date for an important meeting on January 26 at
230pm in the Fellowship Hall. An infant nursery will be available with
reservation (please contact nursery@trinitypresfw.org to register). The
Ministry Development Committee is excited to roll out the new Trinity
Women’s Ministry mission statement as well as strategies for 2020 and
beyond. We’d love for you to be part of this next phase of women’s
ministry at Trinity!

Mission Spotlight
Rivertree Academy Wishlist
Please consider supporting Rivertree by purchasing an item off of their
Amazon wishlist this Christmas season! This can be done as an
individual, as a family, or as a community group. Items can be shipped
directly to the school! Go to rivertreeacademy.org, click on "Give", and
then click on "Shop to Support Rivertree.”

Upcoming Dates
12/24 Christmas Eve Service
12/29 No TrinityKids
1/12 Second Sundays/Five Six
1/18 Membership Seminar
1/19 College Dinner
1/26 Women’s Ministry Town Hall
1/26 Five Six
1/31-2/1 Winter Conference
2/9 Children’s Ministry Town Hall
2/9 Second Sundays/Five Six
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Information
To the Parents of Young Children
Welcome! We are so glad you are here. We believe the church is for
all people, even children, and we want Trinity to be a church where
children are both seen and heard. So don’t worry if your children
wiggle in the pews or make a little noise! We invite you to keep your
children in our service and help them understand what is going on,
sing the songs with you, use the children’s bulletins (available in the
back), and participate in worship. We do also have a nursery
program that is set up to handle children from birth to 4 years old,
and a TrinityKids program during the sermon for children 4 years old
through 2 nd grade. Parents often check their children out of the
nursery and/or TrinityKids prior to Communion so that they can help
lead us in our departing hymn.

The Liturgy
Our order of worship may be new to you. Every worship service in
every church has a structure. We want to be intentional about ours as
it is a real back-and-forth conversation between us and God. We
have both spontaneous, personal prayers as well as ancient, printed
prayers.

Online Giving
If you’d prefer to give online as either a one-time gift or as a
recurring gift, you may do so through our website:
www.trinitypresfw.org/give. Giving is seen only by the Deacon & the
team in charge of counting the offering for that particular day and by
our Church Administrator.
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Church Contact Information
Pastoral Staff

Brian Davis, Lead Pastor

brian@trinitypresfw.org
817-789-8501

Elders
Jerry Bolz
Mark Denton
Wade Jewett
David Westerfield

jerry.bolz@worthcre.net
mark-denton@sbcglobal.net
jewettwade@gmail.com
david@davidwesterfield.net

Deacons
Greg Barker
Mark Evans
Matt McCarty
Ryan Opgenorth

gbark22@hotmail.com
mhev@yahoo.com
matt.mccarty4055@yahoo.com
ryanopgenorth2@gmail.com

Deaconess
Michelle Norris

gifford.m4609@gmail.com

Staff

Jeanette Davis, Children’s Ministry
Coordinator
Courtney Jewett, Administration
Wade Jewett, Music
Phillip Maxwell, Youth Minister
Susan Tyner, Women’s Ministry
Coordinator
Amy Wood, Nursery Coordinator

children@trinitypresfw.org
admin@trinitypresfw.org
jewettwade@gmail.com
phillip@fortworthpca.org
susan@trinitypresfw.org
nursery@trinitypresfw.org

Deacon of the Day
Matt McCarty
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Trinity Presbyterian Church

Our Mission
Trinity exists to embrace, embody, and extend the redemptive message of
Jesus to the people and places of Fort Worth and beyond.

Our Core Commitments

Trinity is a gospel-centered church committed to following Jesus by…
•
•
•
•
•

Worshipping God together through historic liturgy that is rich,
accessible, and emotionally honest
Striving to know and be known in our life together
Engaging in formative spiritual practices
Extending the welcome of the gospel in word and deed
Serving our city

Meeting Address: 4736 Bryce Avenue, Fort Worth, TX 76107
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 100754, Fort Worth, TX 76185
Church Office Address: 3750 S. University, Fort Worth, TX 76109
Web: www.trinitypresfw.org

We are a congregation of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA).
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