Liturgy for Home Worship
The Sunday after Ascension Day
— May 24, 2020 —

Words for Reflection

There is now a man, a real man with our flesh and blood, our experiences of the world, our humanity, in
heaven. For all Christ’s heavenly majesty, seated on the throne, he is not now aloof from believers and
unconcerned. He knows, and loves, and intercedes for his own.
-Michael Reeves
Ascension means the church is the kind of institution that is simultaneously drawn upward in worship and
pushed outward in mission…The church does not have to choose whether it will be defined by the depth
of its worship life or its faithfulness in mission. Both acts flow from the single reality of ascension. Both
have integrity only in that they are connected to one another. Mission is the church's response to the
universal lordship of Jesus. When people respond to the gospel— whether through faith and repentance
or by bringing every area of life under the lordship of Christ—worship happens.
-Chris Ganski
Rest is found not in knowing what's coming next, but in trusting the One who controls what's coming
next.
- Paul Tripp

The Call to Worship

God invites and calls us into His presence to worship Him. He enters into our busy lives to speak to us.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
God has gone up with a shout,
the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.
Sing praises to God, sing praises!
Sing praises to our King, sing praises!
For God is the King of all the earth;
sing praises with a psalm!
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
—Psalm 47:5-7 ESV

Hymn of Praise | O Worship the King

We sing praises to God and proclaim through song the good news of what He has done in Jesus’ death and
resurrection. Some songs might be initially unfamiliar, but we believe the rich, true, beautiful words of these hymns
will make their way into your heart.

O worship the King all glorious above,
O gratefully sing his power and his love;
Our shield and Defender, the Ancient of
Days,
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with
praise.
O tell of his might, O sing of his grace,
Whose robe is the light, whose canopy
space.
His chariots of wrath the deep
thunderclouds form,
And dark is his path on the wings of the
storm.
The earth with its store of wonders untold,
Almighty, your pow'r hath founded of old;
Hath ‘stablished it fast by a changeless
decree,
And round it has cast, like a mantle, the sea.

Your bountiful care what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air; it shines in the light;
It streams from the hills; it descends to the
plain;
And sweetly distils in the dew and the rain.
Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail,
In you do we trust, nor find you to fail;
Your mercies how tender, how firm to the
end,
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and
Friend!
O measureless Might! Ineffable Love!
While angels delight to hymn you above,
The humbler creation, though feeble their
lays,
With true adoration shall lisp to thy praise.
Words: Based on Psalm 104; Robert Grant; Music:
Johann Michael Haydn

Opening Prayer & Lord’s Prayer

We ask for God to be present among us and conclude with the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray.

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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Confession of Sin

We fight the temptation to hide our sin and instead acknowledge it openly to God, but we do so in light of the grace
offered in Jesus.

Almighty God,
You have raised Jesus from death to life and crowned him Lord of all. Yet, we confess that
there are places in our hearts where we refuse to find our rest in him. We often attempt to
exert ultimate control over our lives and circumstances rather than bowing the knee to him as
the True King. Forgive us and deliver us from our sins. By Your Spirit, make us a people who
bear witness to Your Son and his redemptive work to the ends of the earth. We pray this
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who rules the world and is head of the church. Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Forgiveness

God reminds our forgetful hearts of the grace that is ours in Jesus.

The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from
continuing in office, but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues forever.
Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to God through him,
since he always lives to make intercession for them.
—Hebrews 7:23-25 ESV

Hymn of Response | Before the Throne of God Above
We respond in thanks and praise for God’s redemptive work in Christ.

Before the throne of God above
I have a strong and perfect plea.
A great High Priest whose Name is Love
Who ever lives and pleads for me.
My name is graven on His hands,
My name is written on His heart.
I know that while in Heaven He stands
No tongue can bid me thence depart.
When Satan tempts me to despair
And tells me of the guilt within,
Upward I look and see Him there
Who made an end of all my sin.

Because the sinless Savior died
My sinful soul is counted free.
For God the just is satisfied
To look on Him and pardon me.
Behold Him there the risen Lamb,
My perfect spotless righteousness,
The great unchangeable I AM,
The King of glory and of grace,
One with Himself I cannot die.
My soul is purchased by His blood,
My life is hid with Christ on high,
With Christ my Savior and my God!
Words: Charitie Bancroft
Music: Vicki Cook

3

Confession of Faith | The Heidelberg Catechism #1

We join the church in history by confessing this basic statement of what Christians believe.

Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death?
A. That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in death—to my faithful
Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set
me free from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that not a
hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven; in fact, all things must
work together for my salvation. Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit,
assures me of eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on
to live for him.

The Offering

In gratitude, we offer our gifts to God. You may give online at www.trinitypresfw.org/give

The Prayers of the People

We lift up our requests to God knowing that He hears us when we pray.

The Reading of the Word

Mark 2:23-3:6

God speaks to us through His Word.

2:23 One Sabbath he was going through the grainfields, and as they made their way, his
disciples began to pluck heads of grain. 24 And the Pharisees were saying to him, “Look, why
are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?” 25 And he said to them, “Have you never
read what David did, when he was in need and was hungry, he and those who were with
him: 26 how he entered the house of God, in the time of Abiathar the high priest, and ate the
bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and also gave it to
those who were with him?” 27 And he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for man, not man
for the Sabbath. 28 So the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.”
3:1 Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there with a withered hand. 2 And they
watched Jesus, to see whether he would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse
him. 3 And he said to the man with the withered hand, “Come here.” 4 And he said to them, “Is
it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do harm, to save life or to kill?” But they were
silent. 5 And he looked around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, and said
to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 6 The
Pharisees went out and immediately held counsel with the Herodians against him, how to
destroy him.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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The Homily
Pastor Brian Davis

Following the Servant King: The Gospel According to Mark
“Seeking True Rest”

Sermon Notes
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Departing Hymn | Lead on, O King Eternal
We respond in faith and song.

Lead on, O King eternal,
The day of march has come;
Henceforth in fields of conquest,
Thy tents shall be our home.
Through days of preparation,
Thy grace has made us strong;
And now, O King eternal,
We lift our battle song.
Lead on, O King eternal,
Till sin's fierce war shall cease,
And holiness shall whisper,
The sweet amen of peace.
For not with swords’ loud clashing,
Nor roll of stirring drums;
With deeds of love and mercy,
The heavenly kingdom comes.

Lead on, O King; Lead on, O King; Lead on,
O King, Lead on
Lead on, O King eternal,
We follow, not with fears,
For gladness breaks like morning,
Where'er Thy face appears.
Thy cross is lifted over us,
We journey in its light;
The crown awaits the conquest;
Lead on, O God of might.
Lead on, O King; Lead on, O King; Lead on,
O King, Lead on
Words: Ernest Warburton Shurtleff, Jeff Pardo;
Music: Jeff Pardo

The Benediction

God sends us out with his blessing. A benediction is not a prayer. We don’t bow our heads. We lift them up and even
lift up our hands to receive his blessing as we are sent out as participants in His mission to Fort Worth.

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood and made us a kingdom,
priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
—Revelation 1:5-6 ESV

The Sending

The people of God are sent into the world to love God, love people, and love Fort Worth.

Pastor: Let us go forth to serve Fort Worth and the world as those who love our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.
People: Thanks be to God!
* CCLI #5043663 – all songs used by permission
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