Liturgy for Home Worship
The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
— August 16, 2020 —

Words for Reflection

Hope is imagining God’s future into the present.
-N. T. Wright
To hope does not mean to dream ourselves into a different reality, but to embrace the promise that this
reality, suffused with suffering, will be transformed into God's new world.
-Miroslav Volf
We are irreducibly hope-based creatures. If we believe that this world is an accident and that when we die
we rot, then that lack of hope will cast a shadow on way we live and see all of life. But if we believe the
Christian Gospel, then no matter what happens in our lives, we possess a hope that will always strengthen
us. Christians find their hope in the certainty of God's love for them through Jesus Christ. Christians live in
the hope of knowing that the entire physical creation will be renewed into a perfect world without pain
and death.
-Tim Keller

The Call to Worship

God invites and calls us into His presence to worship Him. He enters into our busy lives to speak to us.

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wondrous works!
Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!
—Psalm 105:1-3 ESV

Hymn of Praise | Praise My Soul the King of Heaven
We sing praises to God and proclaim through song the good news of what He has done in Jesus’ death and
resurrection. Some songs might be initially unfamiliar, but we believe the rich, true, beautiful words of these hymns
will make their way into your heart.

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven,
To His feet Thy tribute bring;
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven,
Who, like me, His praise should sing?
Come and worship, come and worship
Praise the Everlasting King.

Father-like, He tends and spares us;
Well our feeble frame He knows;
In His hands He gently bears us,
Rescues us from all our foes.
Come and worship, come and worship
Widely as His mercy goes.

Praise Him for His grace and favor
To our fathers in distress;
Praise Him, still the same forever,
Slow to chide, and swift to bless;
Come and worship, come and worship
Glorious in His faithfulness.

Angels, help us to adore Him:
Ye behold Him face to face;
Sun and moon, bow down before Him,
Dwellers all in time and space,
Come and worship, come and worship
Praise with us the God of grace.
Words: Henry Lyte, 1843, Based on Ps 103; Nathan
Partain, 2000, alt.
Music: Nathan Partain

Opening Prayer & Lord’s Prayer
We ask for God to be present among us and conclude with the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray.

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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Confession of Sin
We fight the temptation to hide our sin and instead acknowledge it openly to God, but we do so in light of the grace
offered in Jesus.

Most Merciful Father,
We thank You that in and through Your Son Jesus, You will restore this broken world to a
place of glory. We long for the day when we and our world will be free from the devastating
effects of the fall. Yet, Lord, we confess our sinful response to the trials and discomforts of
our lives. While in the depths of woe, we have often resented our need for You and rarely
lifted our eyes to You. Instead we have directed our gaze to things that falsely promise
escape and comfort. We pray that You would have mercy on us through Jesus’ death, and
enable us by Your Spirit to become a people who hope in You. We pray in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Forgiveness
God reminds our forgetful hearts of the grace that is ours in Jesus.

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
—Romans 5:1-2 ESV

Hymn of Response | All I Have is Christ
We respond in thanks and praise for God’s redemptive work in Christ.

I once was lost in darkest night
Yet thought I knew the way
The sin that promised joy and life
Had led me to the grave
I had no hope that You would own
A rebel to Your will
And if You had not loved me first
I would refuse You still
But as I ran my hell-bound race
Indifferent to the cost
You looked upon my helpless state
And led me to the cross
And I beheld God’s love displayed
You suffered in my place
You bore the wrath reserved for me

Now all I know is grace
Hallelujah! All I have is Christ
Hallelujah! Jesus is my life
Now, Lord, I would be Yours alone
And live so all might see
The strength to follow Your commands
Could never come from me
Oh Father, use my ransomed life
In any way You choose
And let my song forever be
My only boast is You (Chorus)
Words & Music: Jordan Kauflin
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Confession of Faith | The Heidelberg Catechism #1
We join the church in history by confessing this basic statement of what Christians believe.

Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death?
A. That I am not my own, but belong—body and soul, in life and in death—to my faithful
Savior, Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set
me free from the tyranny of the devil. He also watches over me in such a way that not a
hair can fall from my head without the will of my Father in heaven; in fact, all things must
work together for my salvation. Because I belong to him, Christ, by his Holy Spirit,
assures me of eternal life and makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on
to live for him.

The Offering

In gratitude, we offer our gifts to God. You may give online at www.trinitypresfw.org/give or through the Church
Center App.

The Prayers of the People
We lift up our requests to God knowing that He hears us when we pray.

The Reading of the Word

Romans 8:18-25

God speaks to us through His Word.

8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing
of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of
him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to
corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 22 For we know that the
whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 23 And not only
the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait
eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved.
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
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The Preaching of the Word
Pastor Brian Davis

A Community of Hope
“Embracing Hope in the Midst of our Groaning”

Sermon Notes
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The Celebration of Holy Communion
Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal of baptized Christians. It’s
not a meal for good people. It’s a meal for desperate people who trust in Jesus alone for salvation, who
are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength and grace to live more faithfully
with Jesus. You will be invited to come forward. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to
share in this meal today, we encourage you to spend this time in reflection or prayer.
Children who have not received their first communion are welcome to come forward with their families.
We invite children who are ready to make a public profession of faith in Christ to arrange a meeting with
the elders, and thus become “communicants” at the Lord’s Table.

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Hallelujah!
Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. Hallelujah!
Therefore, let us keep the feast.
The gifts of God for the people of God.

Hymn for Communion | In Feast or Fallow
When the fields are dry, and the winter is
long
Blessed are the meek, the hungry, the poor
When my soul is downcast, and my voice
has no song
For mercy, for comfort, I wait on the Lord
In the harvest feast or the fallow ground,
My certain hope is in Jesus found
My lot, my cup, my portion sure
Whatever comes, we shall endure
Whatever comes, we shall endure

On a cross of wood, His blood was
outpoured
He rose from the ground, like a bird to the
sky
Bringing peace to our violence, and
crushing death’s door
Our Maker incarnate, our God Who
provides.
(Chorus)
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When the earth beneath me crumbles and
quakes
Not a sparrow falls, nor a hair from my head
Without His hand to guide me, my shield
and my strength

In joy or in sorrow, in life or in death
(Chorus)
Words & Music: Sandra McCracken

Life at Trinity
Departing Hymn | O Love That Will Not Let Me Go
We respond in faith and song.

O Love that will not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in Thee;
I give Thee back the life I owe,
That in thine ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.

O Joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to Thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain,
And feel the promise is not vain,
That morn shall tearless be.

O light that followest all my way,
I yield my flickering torch to Thee;
My heart restores its borrowed ray,
That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day
May brighter, fairer be.

O Cross that liftest up my head,
I dare not ask to fly from Thee;
I lay in dust life’s glory dead,
And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be.
Words: George Matheson; Music: Christopher Miner

The Benediction

God sends us out with his blessing. A benediction is not a prayer. We don’t bow our heads. We lift them up and even
lift up our hands to receive his blessing as we are sent out as participants in His mission to Fort Worth.

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.
—Romans 15:13 ESV

The Sending
The people of God are sent into the world to love God, love people, and love Fort Worth.

Pastor: Let us go forth to serve Fort Worth and the world as those who love our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.
People: Thanks be to God!
* CCLI #5043663 – all songs used by permission
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Announcements
Welcome to Our Visitors!
Due to our current circumstances, it’s harder for us to welcome you and connect you with our
church in our normal ways! So if you’re visiting with us, please take a moment to sign up for our
weekly email updates on our website (trinitypresfw.org). That’s one of the best ways to get
connected. If you’re a member or regular attender and you've brought a friend, please let
Courtney (admin@trinitypresfw.org) know, so that we can be sure to reach out.

Rivertree Academy Prayer Today
Join Trinity in covering Rivertree Academy, one of our strategic partners, as they begin their
school year. Today after church, whether you are watching the live stream or at church, join us
in driving to the school and praying for Rivertree students, teachers, and families. Rivertree is at
3 locations. Feel free to park at each one and pray with your family, or even just drive by and
pray! If you cannot make it to the school, join us by praying from home!
Here are the locations of the 3 campuses:
•
•
•

5439 Bonnell: PreK 3 year-olds through Kinder and all administration
5601 Fletcher: 1st through 3rd grade
5535 Shiloh: 4th and 5th grade

This is a great way to involve your family in local missions. Thank you for loving Fort Worth well
by supporting Rivertree with your prayers!
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