Liturgy for Home Worship
Easter Sunday
— April 4, 2021 —

Words for Reflection
Easter is for people who feel hoping is a waste, trusting is futile, and believing is groundless.
- Scotty Smith
The Resurrection is the only evidence that love triumphs over death, weakness prevails over
strength, and beauty outlives ashes. If Jesus is risen in actual history, with all the palpability of
flesh, fingers, bone, and blood, there is hope that our mourning will be comforted and that
death will not have the final word.
- Tish Harrison Warren
The resurrection was a kind of message no one in the Greco-Roman world had ever heard, and
it gave deep hope for the future—that the future is here, that it’s personal, that it’s certain, and
that it’s unimaginably wonderful. It still does all that today.
-Tim Keller
To gather joyfully is indeed a serious affair, for feasting and all enjoyments gratefully taken are,
at their heart, acts of war. In celebrating this feast we declare that evil and death, suffering and
loss, sorrow and tears, will not have the final word.
- Douglas McKelvey

The Call to Worship
God invites and calls us into His presence to worship Him. He enters into our busy lives to speak to us.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
He has given us new life and hope.
He has raised Jesus from the dead.
God has claimed us as his own.
He has brought us out of darkness.
He has made us light to the world.
Alleluia! Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed. Alleluia!
—based on 1 Peter 1:3-5

Hymn of Praise | Christ the Lord is Risen Today
We sing praises to God and proclaim through song the good news of what He has done in Jesus’ death and resurrection. Some songs might be initially
unfamiliar, but we believe the rich, true, beautiful words of these hymns will make their way into your heart.

Christ, the Lord, is risen today, Alleluia!
Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia!
Raise your voice and triumphs high,
Alleluia!
Sing, ye heavens, and earth, reply, Alleluia!
Vain the stone, the watch, the seal, Alleluia!
Christ has burst the gates of hell, Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids His rise, Alleluia!
Christ has opened Paradise, Alleluia!
Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!
Once He died, our souls to save, Alleluia!

Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia!
Soar we now where Christ has led, Alleluia!
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!
Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia!
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!
Hail, the Lord of earth and heaven!
Alleluia!
Praise to Thee by both be given, Alleluia!
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia!
Hail, the Resurrection, thou! Alleluia!
Words: Charles Wesley; Music: Lyra Davidson

Opening Prayer & Lord’s Prayer
We ask for God to be present among us and conclude with the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray.

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below;
Praise him above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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Confession of Sin
We fight the temptation to hide our sin and instead acknowledge it openly to God, but we do so in light of the grace offered in Jesus.

Almighty God, in raising Your Son Jesus from the grave, You broke the power of sin and
death. We thank You that we have been born to a living hope through his resurrection. Yet,
Lord, we confess that we often live as if the resurrection never happened. In the face of
suffering and hardship, we often look for hope where it can’t be found or harden our hearts
in cynicism and despair. Forgive us through the death of Your Son, and enable us by Your
Spirit to know the hope and joy of resurrection life given in Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

Silent Confession
Assurance of Forgiveness
God reminds our forgetful hearts of the grace that is ours in Jesus.

But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when
we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been
saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ
Jesus.
—Ephesians 2:4-6 ESV

Hymn of Response | In Christ Alone
We respond in thanks and praise for God’s redemptive work in Christ.

In Christ alone my hope is found,
He is my light, my strength, my song;
This Cornerstone, this solid Ground,
Firm through the fiercest drought and
storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace,
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!
My Comforter, my All in All,
Here in the love of Christ I stand.
In Christ alone! - who took on flesh,
Fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness,
Scorned by the ones He came to save:
Till on that cross as Jesus died,

The wrath of God was satisfied For every sin on Him was laid;
Here in the death of Christ I live.
There in the ground His body lay,
Light of the world by darkness slain:
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave He rose again!
And as He stands in victory
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me,
For I am His and He is mine Bought with the precious blood of Christ.
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No guilt in life, no fear in death,
This is the power of Christ in me;
From life's first cry to final breath,
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man,

Can ever pluck me from His hand:
Till He returns or calls me home,
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.
Words & Music: Stuart Townend & Keith Getty

Confession of Faith | The Apostles’ Creed
We jo in th e c h u rc h in h is to ry b y c o n fe s s in g th is b a s ic s ta te m e n t o f w h a t Ch ris tia n s b e lie v e .

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
Was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.*
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*While Jesus didn’t literally descend to hell, he did endure the torment of hell on the cross and remained under the power of death until his
resurrection.
**universal
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The Offering
In gratitude, we offer our gifts to God. You may give online at www.trinitypresfw.org/give or through the Church Center App.

The Prayers of the People
We lift up our requests to God knowing that He hears us when we pray and conclude with an Advent prayer that focuses on Jesus’ coming.

The Reading of the Word

Luke 24:1-12

God speaks to us through His Word.

24:1 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they went to the tomb, taking the spices
they had prepared. 2 And they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they
went in they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this,
behold, two men stood by them in dazzling apparel. 5 And as they were frightened and bowed
their faces to the ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the
dead? 6 He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in
Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified
and on the third day rise.” 8 And they remembered his words, 9 and returning from the tomb
they told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene and
Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other women with them who told these things to
the apostles, 11 but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe
them. 12 But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths
by themselves; and he went home marveling at what had happened.
Reader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Preaching of the Word
Pastor Brian Davis

Holy Week: The Journey of Hope
“The Dawn of Hope”
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Sermon Notes
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The Celebration of Holy Communion
Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal of baptized Christians. It’s not a meal for
good people. It’s a meal for desperate people who trust in Jesus alone for salvation, who are at peace with God and with
their neighbor, and who seek strength and grace to live more faithfully with Jesus. You will be invited to come forward.
If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal today, we encourage you to spend this time in
reflection or prayer.
Children who have not received their first communion are welcome to come forward with their families. We invite
children who are ready to make a public profession of faith in Christ to arrange a meeting with the elders, and thus
become “communicants” at the Lord’s Table.

Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts!
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:

Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Hallelujah!
Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. Hallelujah!
Therefore, let us keep the feast.
The gifts of God for the people of God.

Hymns for Communion
We Will Feast in the House of Zion
We will feast in the house of Zion.
We will sing with our hearts restored.
“He has done great things,” we will say together.
We will feast and weep no more.

We will not be burned by the fire,
He is the Lord our God.
We are not consumed by the flood
Upheld, protected, gathered up. (Chorus)
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In the dark of night before the dawn,
My soul be not afraid.
For the promised morning, o how long?
O God of Jacob be my strength. (Chorus)
Every vow we’ve broken and betrayed
You are the faithful one.
And from the garden to the grave
Bind us together bring shalom. (Chorus)
Words & Music: Sandra McCracken and Joshua Moore

Anchor of Hope
Marvelous, wonderful, infinite God
Author of all that is good
Faithful provider and giver of life
Source of all power and love.
Great is the Lord, and most worthy of praise
Refuge of strength to the end
Righteous Redeemer and mighty to save
He's the anchor of hope for the souls of men.
Gracious, compassionate, merciful God
Radiant, holy delight
Beautiful Father, victorious Son
Source of unchangeable light.
(Chorus)
Powerful, constant, unwavering God
Shepherd who comes for the lost
Rock of salvation, remarkable love
Savior who died on the cross.
(Chorus)
Words & Music: Ellie Holcomb & Brown Bannister

Life at Trinity
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Departing Hymn | All Must Be Well
We respond in faith and song.

Through the love of God our Savior, all will
be well;
Free and changeless is His favor, all is well;
Precious is the blood that healed us,
Perfect is the grace that sealed us,
Strong the hand stretched forth to shield us,
All must be well.
Though we pass through tribulation, all will
be well;
Ours is such a full salvation, all is well;
Happy still in God confiding,
Fruitful if in Christ abiding,
Steadfast through the Spirit's guiding,
All must be well.

We expect a bright tomorrow, all will be
well;
Faith can sing through days of sorrow, all is
well;
On our Father's love relying,
Jesus every need supplying,
Yes, in living or in dying,
All must be well.
On our Father's love relying,
Jesus every need supplying,
Yes, in living or in dying,
All must be well.
Words: Mary Bowley Peters, Matthew S. Smith; Music:
Matthew S. Smith

The Benediction
God sends us out with his blessing. A benediction is not a prayer. We don’t bow our heads. We lift them up and even lift up our hands to receive his blessing
as we are sent out as participants in His mission to Fort Worth.

Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great
shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good
that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, to
whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.
—Hebrews 13:20-21 ESV

The Sending
The people of God are sent into the world to love God, love people, and love Fort Worth.

Pastor: Let us go forth to serve Fort Worth and the world as those who love our Lord and Savior,
Jesus Christ.
People: Thanks be to God!
* CCLI #5043663 – all songs used by permission

Announcements
Women’s Retreat
Ladies, registration is open for our 2021 Women’s Retreat! Due to Covid, we are foregoing our
annual trip to Possum Kingdom; instead we are booked at the Omni in downtown Fort Worth
for the day! April 24, 830am-6pm, $65. Scholarships are available. Please register soon, as space
is limited and the deadline is April 12. Covid protocols will be observed inside our meeting
space (distancing and masks while not eating). Contact Susan (susan@trinitypresfw.org) for more
info or questions. We are excited to welcome Vanessa Hawkins who will speak on, “Invisible
Women & the God Who Sees.”

Mission Spotlight
The Net
The Net is having Trafficking Training on May 1, 9AM - 3PM at Watermark Church. Cost is $20.
The training is to educate the community and train volunteers on the reality of the sex industry
in Fort Worth. You are not committed to volunteer by attending but you can’t volunteer with the
Net unless you attend. The registration link can be found in our Weds emails or you can email
Brendan Reagan (reagan.brendan@gmail.com).
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