
 
 

Liturgy for Home Worship 
The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

— April 25, 2021 — 

 
Words for Reflection  
It is one of the brightest gems of all. Someone has said that in the whole of the Scriptures 
the brightest and the most lustrous and flashing stone, or collection of stones, is the Epistle 
to the Romans, and that of these [chapter 8] is the brightest gem in the cluster. The most 
moving [chapter in Romans] is this chapter 8. 

- D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
 

The Spirit causes us to actually feel Christ’s heart for us...The Spirit makes the heart of Christ 
real to us: not just heard, but seen; not just seen, but felt; not just felt, but enjoyed. The 
Spirit takes what we read in the Bible and believe on paper about Jesus’s heart and moves it 
from theory to reality, from doctrine to experience. 

- Dane Ortlund 
 
Sanctification is more about the direction you are traveling than the distance you have 
traveled. 

- Ed Welch 
 
Your nature is a hard thing to change; it takes time...I have heard of people who have life-
changing, miraculous turnarounds, people set free from addiction after a single prayer, 
relationships saved where both parties ’let go, and let God.’ But it was not like that for me. 
For all that ‘I was lost, I am found,’ it is probably more accurate to say, ‘I was really lost. I'm a 
little less so at the moment.’ And then a little less and a little less again. That to me is the 
spiritual life. The slow reworking and rebooting the computer at regular intervals, reading 
the small print of the service manual. It has slowly rebuilt me in a better image. It has taken 
years, though, and it is not over yet.  

- Bono 
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The Call to Worship  
God invites and calls us into His presence to worship Him. He enters into our busy lives to speak to us.  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
     He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,  
     who was and is and is to come!  
Worthy are you, our Lord and God, 
     to receive glory and honor and power, 
for you created all things, 
     and by your will they existed and were created. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
     He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
— Revelation 4:8, 11 ESV 
 
 
Hymn of Praise | Holy, Holy, Holy 
We sing praises to God and proclaim through song the good news of what He has done in Jesus’ death and resurrection. Some songs might be initially 
unfamiliar, but we believe the rich, true, beautiful words of these hymns will make their way into your heart. 
 
Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty! 
Early in the morning our song shall rise to 
Thee; 
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 
 
Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns around 
the glassy sea; 
Cherubim and seraphim falling down before 
Thee, 
Who wert and art and ever more shall be. 
 
 
 

 
 
Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide 
Thee, 
Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may 
not see; 
Only Thou art holy; there is none beside 
Thee, 
Perfect in power, in love, and purity. 
 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth, 
and sky, and sea; 
Holy, holy, holy; merciful and mighty! 
God in three Persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Words: Reginald Heber; Music: John Dykes
 



 

Opening Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
We ask for God to be present among us and conclude with the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. 
 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Doxology                    

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
 
 
Confession of Sin 
We fight the temptation to hide our sin and instead acknowledge it openly to God, but we do so in light of the grace offered in Jesus. 
 
Most Merciful God, 
We thank You that in Christ there is no longer any condemnation for us. We praise you that in 
him we have been set free. Yet, Lord, we confess how often we live as those who are still held 
captive by the power of sin. We acknowledge our temptation to set our minds on the things 
of the flesh rather than on the things of the Spirit. We pray that You would have mercy on us 
through the cross of Christ and that by Your grace, we would live according to the Spirit. We 
ask this in Christ’s name. Amen. 
 
 
Silent Confession 
 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
God reminds our forgetful hearts of the grace that is ours in Jesus. 
 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the 
Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 

—Romans 8:1-2 ESV



 

Hymn of Response | I Asked the Lord 
We respond in thanks and praise for God’s redemptive work in Christ. 
 
 

I asked the Lord that I might grow  
In faith and love and every grace;  
Might more of His salvation know,  
And seek more earnestly His face. 
 
’Twas He who taught me thus to pray,  
And He I trust has answered prayer, 
But it has been in such a way  
As almost drove me to despair. 
 
I hoped that in some favored hour  
At once He'd answer my request,  
And by His love's constraining power  
Subdue my sins and give me rest. 
 
Instead of this He made me feel  
The hidden evils of my heart,  
And let the angry powers of Hell  
Assault my soul in every part. 

Yea more with His own hand He seemed  
Intent to aggravate my woe;  
Crossed all the fair designs I schemed,  
Cast out my feelings, laid me low. 
 
Lord why is this, I trembling cried,  
Wilt Thou pursue thy worm to death?  
"Tis in this way" The Lord replied,  
"I answer prayer for grace and faith.” 
 
"These inward trials I employ  
From self and pride to set thee free,  
And break thy schemes of earthly joy  
That thou mayest seek thy all in me,  
That thou mayest seek thy all in me." 

 

Words: John Newton & Laura Taylor 
Music: Laura Taylor 
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Confession of Faith | The Apostles’ Creed 
We join the church in history by confessing this basic statement of what Christians believe. 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
 Maker of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 Was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended into hell.*  
 The third day he rose again from the dead. 
 He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic** church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*While Jesus didn’t literally descend to hell, he did endure the torment of hell on the cross and remained under the power of death until his 
resurrection. 
 
**universal 
 
 

 
 
The Offering 
In gratitude, we offer our gifts to God. You may give online at www.trinitypresfw.org/give or through the Church Center App. 
 
 
 

 
The Prayers of the People  
We lift up our requests to God knowing that He hears us when we pray. 

  
 



 

The Reading of the Word                                        Romans 8:1-13 
God speaks to us through His Word. 
 
8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the law of 
the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has 
done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness 
of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things 
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 
Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. 7 For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s 
law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who are in the flesh cannot please God.  
    9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in you, 
although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the 
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.  
    12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13 For if 
you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live. 
  
 
Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
The Preaching of the Word 
 
Pastor Brian Davis 

 
The Greatest Chapter 
 “Alive in the Spirit” 
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Sermon Notes 
 

             
             
             
             
              
             
             
               
             
               
             
             
              
             
              
              
             
             
             
             
             
             
              
             
              
             
              
             
               
             
              



 

The Celebration of Holy Communion 
Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal of baptized Christians. It’s not a meal for 
good people. It’s a meal for desperate people who trust in Jesus alone for salvation, who are at peace with God and with 
their neighbor, and who seek strength and grace to live more faithfully with Jesus. You will be invited to come forward. 
If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to share in this meal today, we encourage you to spend this time in 
reflection or prayer.  
 
Children who have not received their first communion are welcome to come forward with their families. We invite 
children who are ready to make a public profession of faith in Christ to arrange a meeting with the elders, and thus 
become “communicants” at the Lord’s Table. 
 
 

Pastor:    The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you.  
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts! 
People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution  
 
Pastor:  Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:  
People:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Hallelujah! 
Pastor:  Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. Hallelujah! 
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast. 
Pastor:  The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
Hymn for Communion | Laden with Guilt and Full of Fears 
 

Laden with guilt and full of fears 
I fly to Thee, my Lord, 
And not a glimpse of hope appears, 
But in Thy written Word 
The volumes of my Father’s grace 
Does all my griefs assuage 
Here I behold my Savior’s face 
In every page. 
 
This is the field where, hidden, lies 
The pearl of price unknown 
That merchant is divinely wise  
Who makes the pearl his own 
Here consecrated water flows 

To quench my thirst of sin 
Here the fair tree of knowledge grows,  
No danger dwells within. 
 
This is the judge that ends the strife,  
Where wit and reason fail  
My guide to everlasting life 
Through all this gloomy vale 
Oh may Thy counsels, mighty God,  
My roving feet command, 
Nor I forsake the happy road  
That leads to Thy right hand. 
 
Words: Isaac Watts; Music: Sandra McCracken



 

Life at Trinity  

Departing Hymn | The Sands of Time are Sinking 
We respond in faith and song.
   
The sands of time are sinking,  
The dawn of heaven breaks;  
The summer morn I’ve sighed for -  
The fair, sweet morn awakes:  
Dark, dark had been the midnight  
But dayspring is at hand,  
And glory, glory dwelleth  
In Emmanuel’s land. 
 

O Christ, He is the fountain,  
The deep, sweet well of love!  
The streams on earth I’ve tasted  
More deep I’ll drink above:  
There to an ocean fullness  
His mercy doth expand,  
And glory, glory dwelleth  
In Emmanuel’s land. 
 
The bride eyes not her garment, 

But her dear Bridegroom’s face;  
I will not gaze at glory  
But on my King of grace.  
Not at the crown He giveth  
But on His pierced hand;  
The Lamb is all the glory  
Of Emmanuel’s land. 
 

 
O I am my Beloved’s  
And my Beloved is mine!  
He brings a poor vile sinner  
Into His house of wine  
I stand upon His merit -  
I know no other stand,  
Not e’en where glory dwelleth  
In Emmanuel’s land. 
 
Words: Anne Ross Cundell Cousin; Music: Phillip 
Palmertree 

 
 
 

The Benediction  
God sends us out with his blessing. A benediction is not a prayer. We don’t bow our heads. We lift them up and even lift up our hands to receive his blessing 
as we are sent out as participants in His mission to Fort Worth.  
   
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

—Romans 15:13 ESV 

 
The Sending 
The people of God are sent into the world to love God, love people, and love Fort Worth. 
 

Pastor: Let us go forth to serve Fort Worth and the world as those who love our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  
People: Thanks be to God!    

* CCLI #5043663 – all songs used by permission 
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Announcements 

 
Trinity Prayer Email 
Interested in receiving Trinity prayer requests by email? Email prayer@trinitypresfw.org to 
be added or sign up via the prayer tab on the website. 

 
Youth Group Parent Meeting 
We are moving our May 9 YG/Five Six meetings to May 2 and will have a parent meeting that 
evening in the sanctuary at 530pm (during YG Small Groups and Five Six). As always, if you have 
any questions, email John (john@trinitypresfw.org). 
 

 
  
 

Mission Spotlight 
 
The Net 
The Net is having Trafficking Training on May 1, 9AM - 3PM at Watermark Church. Cost is $20. 
The training is to educate the community and train volunteers on the reality of the sex industry 
in Fort Worth. You are not committed to volunteer by attending but you can’t volunteer with the 
Net unless you attend. The registration link can be found in our Weds emails or you can email 
Brendan Reagan (reagan.brendan@gmail.com). 
 
 

 
  
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
   
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

       


