
 
 

Liturgy for Home Worship 
 The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

— May 2, 2021 — 

 
Words for Reflection  
The Spirit causes us to actually feel Christ’s heart for us...The Spirit makes the heart of Christ 
real to us: not just heard, but seen; not just seen, but felt; not just felt, but enjoyed. The Spirit 
takes what we read in the Bible and believe on paper about Jesus’s heart and moves it from 
theory to reality, from doctrine to experience. 

 − Dane Ortlund 
 

Knowing that you are not facing the Ultimate Taskmaster and Judge, but the open arms of your 
loving Father changes everything.  

 − Kathy Keller 
 
Remember that this God in whose hand are all creatures, is your Father, and is much more 
tender of you than you are, or can be, of yourself. 

  – John Flavel 
 
Adoption is not good news if it only puts us in the Father’s family but not in his arms. 

  – John Piper 
 

 
The Call to Worship 
God invites and calls us into His presence to worship Him. He enters into our busy lives to speak to us.  
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
     He is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; 
     I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. 
I will be glad and exult in you; 
     I will sing praise to your name, O Most High. 
Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
     He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
— Psalm 9:1-2 ESV 
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Hymn of Praise | Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing 
We sing praises to God and proclaim through song the good news of what He has done in Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. Some songs might be initially unfamiliar, but we believe the rich, true, beautiful words of these hymns 
will make their way into your heart. 
 

Come Thou Fount of every blessing  
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace;  
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,  
Call for songs of loudest praise  
Teach me some melodious sonnet,  
Sung by flaming tongues above.  
Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it,  
Mount of God's unchanging love. 

Here I raise my Ebenezer;  
Hither by Thy help I'm come;  
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure,  
Safely to arrive at home.  
Jesus sought me when a stranger,  
Wandering from the fold of God;  

He, to rescue me from danger,  
Interposed His precious blood.   

O to grace how great a debtor  
Daily I'm constrained to be!  
Let that grace now like a fetter,  
Bind my wandering heart to Thee.  
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,  
Prone to leave the God I love;  
Here's my heart, O take and seal it,  
Seal it for Thy courts above. 

 
Words: Robert Robinson 
Tune: Folk Song 

Opening Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 
We ask for God to be present among us and conclude with the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples to pray. 

 
Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
Doxology                    

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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Confession of Sin 
We fight the temptation to hide our sin and instead acknowledge it openly to God, but we do so in light of the grace 
offered in Jesus. 
 
Our Father in Heaven, 
We thank You that You have sent Your Son into the world to set us free from our fears and to 
release us from our sins. We praise You that in him we have received adoption as sons. Yet, 
Lord, we confess how easily we return to the fears and sins in which we once walked. We pray 
that You would have mercy on us through the one who has redeemed us who were under the 
law. Forgive us, and enable us by the Spirit of adoption to live as Your children. In Christ’s 
name, we pray. Amen. 
  
 
Silent Confession 
 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
God reminds our forgetful hearts of the grace that is ours in Jesus. 
 

And he arose and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him 
and felt compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him. And the son said to him, 
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your 
son.’ But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and 
put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us 
eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ 
And they began to celebrate. 

—Luke 15:20-24 ESV 
  

 

Hymn of Response | How Deep the Father’s Love for Us 
We respond in thanks and praise for God’s redemptive work in Christ. 
 
How deep the Father’s love for us, 
How vast beyond all measure, 
That He should give His only Son 
To make a wretch His treasure. 
How great the pain of searing loss; 
The Father turns His face away, 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory. 
 
Behold the Man upon a cross, 

My sin upon His shoulders; 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers. 
It was my sin that held Him there 
Until it was accomplished; 
His dying breath has brought me life. 
I know that it is finished. 
 
I will not boast in anything, 
No gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom; 
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But I will boast in Jesus Christ, 
His death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from His reward? 
I cannot give an answer. 

But this I know with all my heart: 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 
 
Words & Music: Stuart Townend 
 

Confession of Faith | Westminster Larger Catechism #74 

We join the church in history by confessing this basic statement of what Christians believe. 
 

Q. What is adoption? 
Adoption is an act of the free grace of God, in and for his only Son Jesus Christ, whereby 
all those that are justified are received into the number of his children, have his name put 
upon them, the Spirit of his Son given to them, are under his fatherly care and 
dispensations, admitted to all the liberties and privileges of the sons of God, made heirs 
of all the promises, and fellow-heirs with Christ in glory. 
  
 

The Gospel Reading                                Luke 15:11-32 
God speaks to us through His Word. 
 
15:11 And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 And the younger of them said to 
his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his 
property between them. 13 Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took 
a journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. 14 And 
when he had spent everything, a severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in 
need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him 
into his fields to feed pigs. 16 And he was longing to be fed with the pods that the pigs ate, and 
no one gave him anything.  
    17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have more 
than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and I will 
say to him, Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.’ 20 And he arose and came to his 
father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran and 
embraced him and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to 
his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and 
shoes on his feet. 23 And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. 24 For 
this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to 
celebrate.  
    25 “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard 
music and dancing. 26 And he called one of the servants and asked what these things 
meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened 
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calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’ 28 But he was angry and refused to go 
in. His father came out and entreated him, 29 but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many 
years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young 
goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours came, who has 
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ 31 And he said to 
him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 It was fitting to celebrate and 
be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.’” 
 
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.  
People: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The Offering 
In gratitude, we offer our gifts to God. You may give online at www.trinitypresfw.org/give or through the Church 
Center App.

 
The Prayers of the People  
We lift up our requests to God knowing that He hears us when we pray. 

 Rivertree Academy 
Emily Williams & Michelle Norris 

  

 
 
 

 
The Reading of the Word                                      Romans 8:14-17 
God speaks to us through His Word. 

 
8:14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the 
spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by 
whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, 
provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 
  
  
Reader: The Word of the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God.  
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The Preaching of the Word 
Pastor Brian Davis 

 

The Greatest Chapter 
 “The Spirit of Adoption” 

 
  

Sermon Notes 
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The Celebration of Holy Communion 
Communion (also called the Lord’s Supper or the Eucharist) is the family meal of baptized Christians. It’s 
not a meal for good people. It’s a meal for desperate people who trust in Jesus alone for salvation, who 
are at peace with God and with their neighbor, and who seek strength and grace to live more faithfully 
with Jesus. You will be invited to come forward. If you are not a Christian, or if you are not prepared to 
share in this meal today, we encourage you to spend this time in reflection or prayer.  
 
Children who have not received their first communion are welcome to come forward with their families. 
We invite children who are ready to make a public profession of faith in Christ to arrange a meeting with 
the elders, and thus become “communicants” at the Lord’s Table. 
 
 

Pastor:    The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you.  
Pastor:   Lift up your hearts! 
People:   We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
People:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving and Words of Institution  
 
Pastor:  Let us proclaim the mystery of the faith:  
People:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Hallelujah!!
Pastor:  Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. Hallelujah! 
People:  Therefore, let us keep the feast.!
Pastor:  The gifts of God for the people of God. 
 
 
Hymn for Communion | Pensive, Doubting, Fearful Heart 

 
Pensive, doubting, fearful heart, 
Hear what Christ the Savior says; 
Every word should joy impart, 
Change thy mourning into praise: 
Yes, he speaks, and speaks to thee, 
May he help thee to believe! 
Then thou presently wilt see, 
Thou hast little cause to grieve. 
 

Fear thou not, nor be ashamed, 
All thy sorrows soon shall end 
I who heav’n and earth have framed, 

 
Am thy husband and thy friend 
I the High and Holy One, 
Israel’s God by all adored; 
As thy Savior will be known, 
Thy Redeemer and thy Lord. 
 
For a moment I withdrew, 
And thy heart was filled with pain; 
But my mercies I’ll renew, 
Thou shalt soon rejoice again: 
Though I seem to hide my face, 
Very soon my wrath shall cease; 



 
 
 

 

 
 

8 

‘Tis but for a moment’s space, 
Ending in eternal peace. 
  
Though afflicted, tempest-tossed, 
Comfortless awhile thou art, 
Do not think thou canst be lost, 
Thou art graven on my heart 

All thy wastes I will repair, 
Thou shalt be rebuilt anew; 
And in thee it shall appear, 
What a God of love can do. 
  
Words: John Newton; Music: Wendell Kimbrough

  
 

Life at Trinity 
 

 

Departing Hymn | Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 
We respond in faith and song. 
 

Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s 
greater Son! 
Hail in the time appointed, His reign on 
earth begun! 
 

He comes to break oppression, to set the 
captive free, 
To take away transgression, and rule in 
equity. 
(Chorus) 
 

He comes with comfort speedy to those 
who suffer wrong, 
To help the poor and needy, and bid the 
weak be strong. 
 

To give them songs for sighing, their 
darkness turn to light, 
Whose souls, condemned and dying, are 
precious in His sight.  
(Chorus) 
 

He shall come down like showers upon the 
fruitful earth, 
Love, joy, and hope, like flowers, spring in 
His path to birth. 
 

The tide of time shall never His covenant 
remove. 
His Name shall stand forever, That Name to 
us is Love. 
(Chorus) 
 
Words: James Montgomery; Music: Sandra McCracken 



 

The Benediction 
God sends us out with his blessing. A benediction is not a prayer. We don’t bow our heads. We lift them up and even 
lift up our hands to receive his blessing as we are sent out as participants in His mission to Fort Worth.  
   
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

—Romans 15:13 ESV 

 
  

 
The Sending 
The people of God are sent into the world to love God, love people, and love Fort Worth. 
 

Pastor: Let us go forth to serve Fort Worth and the world as those who love our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  
People: Thanks be to God!   * CCLI #5043663 – all songs used by permission 

 
 
 

Announcements 

 
Youth Group Parent Meeting 
We are moving our May 9 YG/Five Six meetings to TODAY and will have a parent meeting that 
evening in the sanctuary at 530pm (during YG Small Groups and Five Six). As always, if you have 
any questions, email John (john@trinitypresfw.org). 
 

TrinityKids Re-Opening Older Class 
Beginning next Sunday, May 9, there will be two classes for TrinityKids: 4’s/5’s/Kinder and 1st 
and 2nd graders. Please register your children when you RSVP for worship.  
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